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To : ak Ribe "Reva Sir H _ 
. Fur cs:, "Lord: Ore of the wOMF 
'of Londey,” 


®. 
34 


my Lod, 


\ hs 4 


"IN Obedience to. Your Lodſoig s Orter , S; « have 
now made. this plain D 1fcom ſe publick. That 
. which I beforehand, moſt aſſuredly expefted , has 
fo nce accordingly. befallenime , #pon my. Preaching of. 
. this Sermon ; ; which bath . brougbt me qndex. ithe gentle 
Daphne of therlong-ago-er efed Phanatick-Ojf ce; that 
(. if there can he any need_to explain my pieaung ) 
7 ok been bit tterly, Curſed x nd, Railed at... and both 
wp Self ; and my. Diſcourſe vilely aſperſed; with an 
honed, Lies. and . Slanders., and moſt ridiculows and 
Wall licious, Miſe preſentations.” \And., indeed, ſmnceT 
wit needs. k WYen(aring-.to tell. theſe Meu -tbiyr\ ows 
(tho ghg,out. of never \ſo, charitable a Deſign): het 
cagld LexprFhiagfegpe.that » which bag beentbe never- 
TY aria) A 2 failing 


k) 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
failing Portion of all others , who have yet done the 
like ? or think to come off ,- without having a-Caſt of 
their Office ? Nor bave F now therefore the leaſt 
. reaſon , to take it ill that T ſhould be thus treated by 
them, according to the conflant Methods of their pro® 
per Trade and Myſtery. For , to Rail and Slan- 
ok is the only way, which this fort of Men yet ever 

knew, of requiting thoſe Perſons , who ſpeak to. them 

| f_ truths, and give them ſober Counſels. This is 
their only fi nificon and moft ſubitantial way of Come 
mendation, in theſe Caſes. And under this Notion, 1 , 
Can aſſure them , I have now learn'd to take all their 
preſent Treatment ; ' which 1 do therefore not only readily 
forgive ; but, over and above , return them bearty * 
thanks for the ſame ; profe ofring withal, that Twill till 
carefully endeavour (according to their Rules of judgs 
ing) never to deſerve leſs, from their bands.” If cheie 
Deſi fig rn, herein, has been quite contrary, and they fi 
enongh from having any Intention to gratifi me, 1 
h_ tell how to help their being defeated; they inſt 
een beſtow their Lies elſewhere ';' for the future." Foy 
for my: part in ' theſe Caſes, 1 ſhall ever look upon 
ſuch comſe I as the" greateſt Credit and 
Conrteſtes, 


| | The Epifle Dedicarory: PLE 
Conrteſies |, . that theſe Men are capable. of ” dong 

me , fill 1 ſee they come.once-to have a: more. 'real 
Kindueſs for their own Soils. In the mean 
time , in point of Gratitude for What 1 have 
dready received , .I think my. ſelf obliged to ace 

quaint them , dich this ſecret , viz. That, if 

they have indead a mind moſt effetually to heme, 

vex and diſoblige me, their only way will be , to 

' ſpeak well of me. 


As to the Diſcourſe itſelf, T ſhall only ſay thus much ; 

| that though there are now ſeveral things added , fa 

Inore enlarged upon , yet there is nothing at all omitted 

| of what was delivered before your Lordſhip. And I 

mult now leave it to all impartial Readers, to judge, 

whether an the whole, there be any thing (of my own ) 

either ſo prophane or ridiculous, as that any one, who 

is not himſelf troubled with over moiſt a Brain, ſhall 

need ( as ſome very gravely pretend they did, at the 
heging of it ) to ſweat for me. 


My Lord, Thave no more toadd , but that no man 
ſhall mare heartily Pray, for your Lordſhips Happineſs 
| and 


wnd Proſperity, jor.the fucceſsfull: Government," Peace, 
.aud true Welfare of this City, than © ; 


# «+ - 
4 Wo 


Your Lprdfhips moſt 


| _ | - 
ll | — E 
. 
. » * 
- 


_ riTxres,4. in. 


And that ye ſtudy to be quiet, 'and fo do 
your own Buſineſs, &c, Suagh 


Hopgh Peace and Quietneſs be a thing 
1n it ſelf ſo highly deſirable, and el- 
ſentially conducive to the preſent 
temporal , as well as the future eter- 

| nal Happineſs of men; and though 

| Sa Strife and Diſcord be conſtantly at- 
tended* with ſuch Miſery and Confuſion , that any to- 
lerably wiſe man cannot- but ſtand amazed at the prodi- 
gious Folly and Madneſs of thoſe who make it ſo their 
only: Buſineſs -to diſquiet the-World , and themſelves ; 
yet (which is worlſt of all) no Perſons are ever more 
hardly perſwaded to. conſider what they do, to be made 
ſenſible of their folly, or willing to admit of any proper 

Remedy for their Diſeaſe , than ſuch turbulent-faQtious 

Spirits. Who, whilſt in the heat of their Paſſion and 

Diſorder , are commonly ſo far For hearing: any. Argu- 

ments of. Reaſon or Religion,, whigl would "feng t 

pacifie and bring them to a better Mind that the vet 

Propoſal of any ſuch Arguments does 'ufually*bat* 


(0) 


much the mare;exaſperate and enrage them, and make 
them become extreamily furious alſo againſt him , who 
does but offer to make any ſuch-charitable Applications 


B - by # * . of s | ? 


to them. a" 


ap? bl . M 7 Th 
, 
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Thus popular Tumult and FaQion isapt at firſt, like 
a violent Torrent, to carry all before it. * And fuchmen, 
Whilſt in their full Carreer, ate as deaf to all moral Ar- 
guments , as the very Bruits ; till at laſt , when either 
they have wearied out themſelves, or come to be over- 
co by Authority , and forcibly reſtrained from 

occeuing., or are made a. little to ſmart for , and feel, 

"ye bad Effects of theit own Diſorders ; then, perhaps 
they may become mere docible, and ready to hear ſuch 
found reaſon, as may prevail upon them, for the future, 
to hetake themſelves to more regular ones, and a 
peaceable Behaviour 

And now, © this Obſervation hach general proved 
true , us to the men of 1 oſt other Ages and ices of 
the World , and as the of od hes beettalready 
too Badly and hotorioully fu 
of ovr own Timeatd Nation; 16 By to oe es thr that 
ox the cond art ot Þ it will atfh be rw Teſs verified, 
» the furure Temper arid Behaviour of the fame Per- 


'Eis but ety little while ago (if it be indeed yet 


conſiderable numbers = 
ws, by the wed Arc Arifees of fue of the Gorlt 
Men » Jo mobs h of Tutmutt and Se- 


= wholly bent u bh, Diforder, and Con-- 
, that io ſober IT ſw2hions of thoſe 
ſince ny on to ingirceain Peace could 


ir regutar- Teachers ; :arul only admi- 


bers and ok chemletve to-fuch Kilſe Gui would 
| Hoſt fuffor themielves to be guided and it , by 
their fond Diſciples , 'how , and what to' teachther ; 


ch -— hep woutd be fure till ro infuſe incothemn- more 
and. more unreſonable Fears and Jealouſies 3 _ | 
em. 


— a. MS. Arenal », he IE 


|. dt das deed 


of 
chem more frond, diſcontented, and fedirious , and 
fire them on mto an »nbuſty 0 

As for thoſe faithfuf Monitors (as, God be praiſed, . 
there were many)who,according to theirboundenDuty, 
continued to preach to the P. Truft in God, ad Re- 
liance upon the divine Providence, who ſincerely inculca- 
ted to them,zhe con/tawt Doitrine and Example of the 4- 

oſHes and Primitive Chriftians ; fuch men faffed not to 
be mortally hated, ſcoffed ar, and publickly derided, for 


| their pains, by many , who were not: d to give 


out, by wsy of anſwer to all this; That we of this Age 


| are but little concerned in what the Apoſtles either fad, 


or did ; and that, had they Irocd in oar Circumſtances, 
they would have preached and atted. quite rontrary to 
what they did ; many times withal , not obfeurely in- 
finnating as if they their own Teachers , now 
in this Ape of Light , far better acquainted with the 
trueChriſtian Liberty, in theſe Particufars, than the ve- 
ry firſt inſpired Planters of the Goſpel. 

In ſhoer, for one to have taken fach a Text xs this but 


yo ago, and folidly and pertinently to bave dif- 


upon it, according to the true meaning and de- 
, Without era. Ar to 


evil) Peres Pogefhs __ 

a Pope cd. Bea + 

But now at leng :» fince by a wonderfal Providence, 
the hdiidh of the accurſed Promoters of our 


Diſcord , and wicked 


ag > 2 ps % % , , 
/ 
o us 
2 
Lo F 
—_— ___ : 


Publick. Peace, or-. to bring-Ryuine, and.Confefton upon 
themſelves, and others ; {ince-ſome of them have like- 
wiſe taſted the. bitter Fruits of their former-Diforders 
and wicked Follies; I hope now, that all men will ſo far 
open their eyes and ears ,-as not to be any more ſo inra- 
ed. againſt- faithful Admonitions:, nor, to think a Dif- 
courſe of this Nature unſeaſonable. 

. Now men are come a little more-to themſelves again, 
and grown cooler, I hope that of: the Preacher may be 
verified in-theys, -Eccleſ: g. 17. And+:the wards of wiſe 
men will now.be heard in quiet, more than the cry, of - him 
that ruled among. Fools , that is (as the learhed'. Grotius 
paraphraſeth-it) rather than the Clamours'of a factious 
"Tribune of the. People , or the Suggeſtions of any fedi- 


4 » * ed 


tious Demagogue of the filly. Vulgar,.  - |, obs 1: 
_ Now. ſuch.mea, will be more at leifure to-ſttdowna 
little, and ſoberly conſider, what it is they have gained, 
by their former Unquietneſs , Cabals, Riots, / 'Tuniults; 
| * and unnatural Conſpiracies;. and- may, perhaps, be cons 
tented hereafter,.. to.give St. Paula, patient hearing; and 
look upon. it worth their while alſo. to think at length, 
of practiſing his .excellently Political no leſs than Chri- 
ſtian Advice, whilſt he, here in my, Text, moſt earneſt- 
ly beſeecheth them., 7har they would ſtudy. to be quiet, 

.nud to. do their op Buy mee oft ofa Bolt wary net x0 
1: Wluch though itbe to be looked upon)as-a complica- 
ted Exhortation.and there are two diſtin& things 'which 
we are here-preſsd to;ſo that I might,and'ſhall alo(fo far 
as it may be thought neceſſary). handle them diſtinctly7: 
To: fncathe ſecond is here recommendedi only, 'for. the 
Take of the firſt;,. and, we are called upon' to-mind our 
wn Afairs, and to do-our own Buſineb., and keep our 
elves within the compaſs. of our own: proper Catlings, 
35,one excellent means, in ordeMeo: the ,procuring and 
Joikd 0's & maintaining 


o0_—@,. ® \ a. 4 


Nor will this Enquiry. (as ſome may-be apt tg 


Hinehra 2 he is truly quiet ,. who,.i$ neither. hanſalf | 


TU 


Quiet, ifor which mainly we. 
_ Saigg: ;1T niaiog the Pace gat content my ſelf wit en- 
IIS theſe three General T _—_ 


"Birth, Ta ſhew, What it is tl be antes. »79r who they 


are that x may; be truly. ſaid, #0 Study t0. be. quiet. 


. Secondly , To conſider. and briefly - to Ea 
what: abſolute:neceſſity | there. i is of the moſt earneſt ſtu-, 
dy, and;contrivance.,. of; the. moſt diligent.care and cir- 
cum{peRion; to be-uſed by. all thoſe who. wou I4 lead a 
Gut: and a Praccable. life. 


Third! L [ ſhall endeavour. to. "ER: has this flady of 
ours may. be beſt directed ;--or,in ba Earficule FRY 


our care.to-this; parpolq may. mal Berry: 2 


ployed. +4 pee, | A _ 

. And then, i in = laſt-place, I ſhall conclude. FRETS 
vith ſome ſealonabla Application, p. bang (5b yinivm 
4 wot 2195923 ad 


 Faft, Tamtoſhew, what it ben quict. of \ 
they -are-that may- be "truly faid ,..t0' ſtudy, to fi a) 


be-altogerher, unneceſſary or nerds Since th 
it may-ſcem caſily;enough to'be.inderft loads 30 


ſeveral other plainthings) it may be liable tobe. mulla- | 


ken. ' And I fear, ' there are. but too many who are. no 
leſs Strangers:to the full-meaning, .and.true notion of. bhe 


thing: than. they. are',to.:the. practice; of. rk it | 
Jelf;;: os perhaps 5" 'twill better appear. mn my Darx 


plication. 


Now. QuietncR hx here may. be taken both Paſſe vely and 


reſtleſs. 


« fg. 
| reſileſk 26d Alinibot in his. own mine, no? yer why 
ways diſtutbs others that are about him. | 


\ Firft, To be quiet (in that which I call the ky 
ſenſe) is no other than td be of « calm, even, well com- 
poſed Temper; to hve x man's mind at reſt and eaſe, 
vw of all Sowernes, — —_ _ 

nrmurings an pirings of 'S idential 
penſations ; not apt to be ruffled or diſordered, by an 
tronbleforne and » Laſts and Paffions , but 
WERE: I DE, wel contented: with that Rave - 

nces of condition , which Providence has 

w_ = allotted the man; OT RG Uy 
violent or itregular altexation. 

"Atid row this inward Peace and ' of 

Mind is indeed the - only true Foundation of-all other 

zetneſs. Which , in the Second Acceptation , is a6 

r than a peaceable Tempe r and Behaviour towards 


—_— in which aftive fenke of the Word (hens | 
ed find my Text.) that man onfy em 

ben dof indy to fe —_— has ſuch a ſpecial 

Hittiſeif,over all His Des Deeds Words,and Thooghts, 


= never wang ts Do be A] or Defign , 


- [51 

in particu | under which he is x SubjeRt But ill, in 
der to the ing of Prevention of ſeveral too 

common Miſtakes, tt may not,;perhaps, be inconvenient 

for me fomewhat more particularly and diſtinely to- 

" inffiſt upon, and explain the ſevera Fea of this gene- 
nl Deſcription. | 


Ant Pref then, all thiey who may be traly faid to- 
udy to be quiet \ wilt be fure to have a f Care O= 
ver all rheir Adions that they never any Injury 


wo orb an thing that juſtly offend , or tend to- 
Tr: bs ey endeavour to dv as they 


would 7 tri Tegey render unto every one his due, 
according to thoſe fevera} Stations, either in Clazch or 
Stats,in which others ftand relared to them: But more 

to be carcful to behave themefves revere 
Fre 


iertly ro the Supreme —— and towards 
jet to ever. wif nom Man, for the Lord's Jakexto 


who are; Se lis Kuthorty andey DS 
erm free - 


$o ſuffer private rongs, where 
Cc TE ns 
an Kh fin —_ 


_ « ered Hen 
_ or Publick of, noting thar tends to diſturb rhe- 
Pblick Peave. to change or ſubvert the Lawful Go-- 
vertment eftabliſhed ; nothing that woul&hinder the- 
Reign of their Prince, from being fafe, rafie', ral at 
ſpcrous ,, of their Fellow-Subjefts , from "4 


'T - i 
him ;14-quiet and a-pgaceahle life, in all Goulip 
Honeſty-;:but,, -on-the gpntrary , to.do all. 


promote the ſame. -: Cars.now,over [ 
muſt he have, - Who may be truly faid.,. to, fra to he 


= | 
And from hence now may appear "how | groally they 
endeavour to impoſe both upon themſelves and others, 
who, tho they have been guilty of. all the Sedition and 
Diſorders; which dixectly.lead ro;down-right blows.,. do 
yet call themſelves the moſt -peaccable Perſons , and 
would fain be thought as quiet as Lambs , ee erty be- 
cauſe af haye. as Ford ge, On hog nee, 
MES 
F their 


= KO 
Rekgn 


Al his . Gs = 
- Seal promos ths th Ee re 
jon ;-impudently ſty | 
i aud Rs 


RE NOT 
Cannons, lopdl 


fol. 


greateſt Contradiftion in Men to all Study of being 
quiet, then:no:Men. in the World ever. yet were, or 
can ſtudy: to. be; unquiet.. But certainly far leſs than 
this:cames. to, 'may juſtly make a Man deſerve this Cha- 
recter; and not only to be in open Rebellion ; but even 
to refuſe to obey the wholeſom Laws of the Land, or 
- for Men to - promote: Schiſm and Factions, Hatred and 
Animoſities, by cauſclefly - withdrawing and.'unreaſo- 
nably ſeperating themſelves from thePublickly Eſtabliſht 
Worthip , wherein nothing is Preſcribed or Practifed 
contrary .to .the- Word, of. God, this 'is as truly- in- 
conſiſtent, with the Study. of Peace,; as\any.- fy 
_ generally, andalmoſt neceſfarily laying the Foundatis 

of. all other Unquietnels; ;. Sedition., . and Confaſion. 
Whereas all they who truly ſtudy to be quiet.,. will 
carefully abſtain:from this,-or any other Action, which 
they. know, will tend t0..deſtroy, Peace and Charity, 
and ſow. the Seeds of Diſcord and. Contention _ 
Brethren and Fellow Subjects. EIN : 
L O47 1 F 4 

> But: Secondly," This Stady all implys Y watchful | 
Gare-over our i m_— as well as » A_ of [Wh 


acer Bar 
xi —_— his Ton | _— : Une 


miles diſturb thePublick-Peace;ſet -Men 
the-bars and even turn; the World:up-ſide 


were” wy II IT Men would {arce & 
Blows. Bebe (anbith 7 Fames.) Homgrethameter 
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Fl litthe Five kindleth. The Tongue is a Fire, a Worlg' 
. of Tniquity }. {- envughJ' to fr ou Fire the courſe of No- 
Furs. "AN wile! Magiſtrates have ſheen Jo deeply ſents 
ble -of *the' extream Danger' which there 1s.,” from 
the Liberty of unruly "Tongues, that they have ever 
- thought fit, in order tg. the ſecuring of he Publick 
Traaquility, to lay Reſtraintsupen the lame , iby thee 
xeroft Periafties, and to wake Words as wettas Atinns 
Cuplail. And David brings/n his Drgmies Haunting, 
placing no leſs Confidence in theſe, than in therr 
very Arins, Pf. 22.4. With owr Tougues ( ſay they ) 
ail we prevail ; and do onr. , by che Force of 
Ang the . ſame wg ophet conipluing, 
BC 59.4. My Boul is among Lyon 'F lis ewvenumony 
#bem that are {et on Fre ; whoſe fo Teeth are Spears and 
Arrows (thet-s,-as contributing towards their Specch) 
Ad their Tongue ——_— Sword, And P(.64. 3. who- 
whet' their Towghe * and den She. ' Bow 

to ſhoot their Arrows, even bitter Words. And indeed 
- Words there = of ſuch a curſed Nature and Effect, | 
yy be well lookt upon under the Notion of 
R Fonnidabe Weapons ; "Indo the very Þfles that 
ck point #ll other Weapons,. aa6to tec anidge 
allo 4 \ the Minds of os thre on] Nees 
mm. Inbauch; therwikut ar 

s, what Mundeys; ES | 
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- and fall to: the 
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£ 1] 
ſirurd;; in or lite Grit Wars [a6 hel now Vke 
onca again to: have Experien W Feats maybe 
Efiectod; by- the Power of Licencious'Tongues aniti_n, 
bor n the alefed Pulp Jerry mn ſounded 
mnunpets, and Effetuab Alarms, to. that 
Curſed Rebellion; 'Thefe:: were; the main A 
giaes, of Barrexy' and: Confuſion ; theſes were. the: v 
Magazines, - Wiucl furniſhed them, with alk that 
1. Artillery; of the: maſt: Horrich Lies;Shnders, and Ca- 
lundies ,, of the: moſt unreaſonable Sufpitions, Fears, 
ang Jealouties, > which made: New perfectly» Di 
t; ot ene another, andat. 
os rtney ny —_ wore 
$ Ever! Scepter... And: indeed-as lo 
us-fuffpred: fhill - fo, mueh 1a imake: on A oe: 
Chayal d Bullets, the like Pay ſaned& ualawtudW 
there: can be no: Hopes off ſeeurigg'any kfbing) Peace | or- 
Tranquility: among: vs, Nor- cananyorne be ed o- 
therthan a7rawd/er ofeur Hraeluhomakes noCbaoſeience, 


. of: is: Wards, 42 henp: his Zongun Lraty nn 


that. thay. ſpeak no Guil/z: on the: ſame: 


6:09) engfs,. which, St: James affwms © ng 


Mari 8 \wauluf 
_ bo ann; 9 ta be: his; = tb- TAs his: 
tat: Marrdaes buti decetine his. on: Fears, ; arg: 


ak GT EET 22; oor 


(cls EEE nonmmiiimtnt 
407 C 2 curity 


[1s ] 
curity:”of the'Phblick Peace, ard Commort Well-fire.. 
For ' it” many : times may , "and does ſo happen,” that 
_ under:a'more 'ftrift Government, a ''man may be ſo-0- 
ver-awed, through thefearof Puniſhment;as'to lay-ſome- 
Reſtraints -upon his Words and Actions;'and to be'care- 
fal of what he does; 'and: what, agd to whom he fays: 
any thing,” meerly for want'of'a-ſate Opportunity of be- 


2M having: himfelf otherwife: Whileſt his Heart 'is full of 


that Treaſon and Sedition, which will be ſure/to break - 
ut.and openly :ſhew-it- ſelf as ſoon as ever the Man- 
f ppoſeth che has: met with amore fecute Seaſon. But : 
they who are truly Peaceable ; will be: careful alſo to- 
have a Peaceable: Mind , ready always moſt - heartily 
to-pray: for the Peace of their. Feruſa/em, 'and'i for the: 
afety and 'Profperity.alſo of: all: thoſe | lawful Gover- 
nours,.. Whoſe Buſineſs 'it  is-to ſecure its *Tranquillity ; 
will -be far from cur/ing the King ſo)much as in: their 
Hearts ; for let Mens: Words be ſmoother. than Butter- 
( as.the PalmiſtPhraſeth it ) yet whileſt War 7s i» their 
Hearts; this is ſufficient to denominate Men Enemies: . 
unto:Peace; as being indeed, in it ſelf,a moſt dire Con-- 
tradictionto all Study of being quiet. 1 
.. Noris it yet ſufficient-fora Manto take care of liim-' 
ſelf. only,:.unleſs ( in the laft Place ) he endeavour, as: 
rhueh as:in fhim- hes, that-all: other Men alſo \may. be- 
prog fpoſtd: and - demean: themſelves. For” 
"tis poſlible for a Man to fit ſtill , and neither to do, 
nor ay any- thing ;himfelf, which may immediate 
pon ee wr roo of "the > wo oa 1% 
ity, and: yet: whuleſt, by. arty means, 'he willingly af- 
fordsInc t: or Qpportunity of Succeſs,” ts thoſe 
Gy ——_—_ nar _—_ - Sou 
ibute tothe inſuing Diſturbance, than. if /he -Had ne 
ver ſo immediately buſied / himſelf to. the fame Pus-: 
F203 [=- poke : 


Od TE, <F. : i OD. 0-5 


$40 Pn RE TE Wo Ys i ie 


_ 


v»% ST. & WW - Y WW 3-09.99 TT 
aw % Page Dn . ' » # r » 4 PLIES 


Lnz3 

poſe.» 'Tis: much -the fame thing +for-one to do 'Mi(- 
chief immediately by himſelf, or through the means of 
ſome other” third Perſon; by; him enabled. and ſet on to 
do-it. ;- The maindifference only that the one does it 
uſually. more: ſecurely, as to himſelf; and. always more 
fly ,: Baſely:; and Treacheroully than-the other.  » 

And. theywho,'s as faras they dare, make it their con- 
tant Practice underhand to favour. and encourage o- 


_ thers,.in-theit: Vale Miſrepreſentativns of the Deligns, 


in- their. blaſting; the Roputation , and. weak'ning the 
Hands of. thoſe that-are; the true Lovers of,,and-Endea- 
vourers after Peace z; and, on the other Hand, make it 
their Buſineſs, to conceal; ſtand up for, - defend, 
countenance , and excuſe the Seditious Words and A- 
Gions 'of + others;-whoſeDelign 4 itis toſes;all ing Com- 
kuſtion,, ſuch: Favourers-and'Abettors arc indeed..no.jefs 
dangerous or - Innocent, than the moſt open and decla- 
red Enemies: to the publick Well-fare and Tranguillity. 
Nay: ;-in ſhorty for- 2; \Man-i6p 52 nd Gl only Ns a 8 OF 
Yquinting -Ne cartily to/joyn. Wi Py 
and ſtrength ma Ame much 8 he can:)-the 7 ks Re- 
putation, and -Authority of. all thoſe who truly.endea- 
vour.to be. quiet, and maintain :'Peace-: or;, on-the con- 
»not; to do;-his: beſt to-deteQ, © q 9 and 
; the; wicked-Caunſels, and Attempts. of ; 
_ aps hey make-it their Bufineſs to-create Dig 
bance and. Confuſion, either.in Church or State, even 
this: Ml 4 is wholy, vation: wa the Real INC. ol of | 


ME 11 by 


ig 


F A 

[ng] 
'by all thoſe who would indeed jeadia a quiet and a peace. 
able Life. 

Now there are theſe two Things chiefly; which , 
when they happen to mect together; do-always make 
it abſolutely neeeſfairy for us, to -heftow the wmolk of 
otir Care and Diligence, about the Attainment of any 
Qualification ;, and that is, when the Quafification it 
felf is of great Excellency and of higheſt Importance 
to be attained, qnd yer, 'tis moſt certain, cannot! be. 
attained, without much: "Difficulty. But now both tlieſe 
ies "or Conditions ate ' ethinently' Conſpicticus 

and Demonſfirable in the preſent Duty whielt we are 
diſcourling of of. 


For Firſt, OY the fingniar D Alanna 9d * 
— of x quiet 2nd peaceable Behaviour, 
e is every where very plain and Pregnant 
rpoſe; that none but-2- meer Infidel can, 
ef}, doubt of the- thing: David wist6 raviſted 
with the fivect Contemplation: of it, - tBat” He avys (Gut 
in 'Admiration; Beho/d., how" oi and" Pheaſant 
a_ thing it-is, for Brethren to dwelt ropather in Onity 1 
Nor Went does God himlf' '('who alone: beſt knows 
how, bot to'Value:: CT arte Perfeftiops 
more hiphy-efteeriro ogy aig of this bleRd! 
bom at D Reo I 6, gs, that” nl qubet 
rit 75, in =_ hoe,” £ 
ey en _ £ ric boa, 
at laſt, pronounc 4-0 Man's Einal ire Ke 
Woe, - of kg) NT I Ely Fn 
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| deaiouring zo terp the Unity of the Spirit, m the Bun 
firk and Thind Ven& of the Fourth Chapter tohe E-- 


| lations, Wrath, Strift;, avd Sexlitions. ate; put among; 
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meine Diſciple ? By this i/ball uf Men inow that ye are 
ty Duferples, if ye love one amather, And according- 
ly St.-:iPawd,: infdakee: manner, could not doMiates 
give:n better . Evidence of -1beir Walking worthy of. the 
Vecation, mherewirh they are :caded, that is of their be- 
having thenelves as Chriſtans than by their endea- 


of Peace i; as 26 may #ppear, by the Connexion iof the 


oy we find Love and Peace reckoned up 2s: the main 
Ernits of the Spirit - Whereas' Zatred, Yariance, Bmu-- 


the Manifeſt, and/Notorious Works:of ''the Fleth,  &zl.5.. 
I9. 22, And St. Pa«/ Appeals wahoſe who'pive thietn=- 
ſcves up to. dach  Vices, as Perſons ſetf-condemned, for 
no beter than hn and ftuch asarexar £-- 
XN ans Cates NA Viers —_— "3 
Jon aces) Gl 4 $8: , 
Guo Vamp Ry Afions; are ye wer” ; 
car aal ſweat &. Hants ao tells us-pſausty,,. _ 
rents —_— and Strife Fs, there is Confufangantt. ; 
Lo 3+ - 6, 17. kb 
ar rhy " How matratwtboins Karnoftheſs-. | 
ems. ovary Where oalled' upon; Xo jolow wfrer the" - | 
thi ohick make for Peate; v6 tet the Pocas A Goal _ 
"2 67; bear 152: How foll woaike1 
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"So" that, indeed, if all the Promiſes, or Threatnings; 
ic * _ Commendations Enfounetzon, jon Commands 
© Goſpel O ce cnougn: to M a —_ NEe- 
ceſlary ; if\it:be of anyim to'us, whether we 
be reab-Chriſtians or no 5-whether . we be Spiritual, or 
Carnal ; :fuch as Chriſt will, at laſt, approve of, 'or cor- 
demn; In a.word, «AM either our preſent. Happineſs here 
in this life,or-our eternal Happigeſs hereafter-be thought 
things worth our looking after ;-it.muſt then alſo.be of 
higheſt Concern to us,that we be of a quiet Temper,and , 
be found ſuch as behave themſelves cm il 


Nor . can. we. poflibly ..uſe too iligence about 
this: 'Efp ally if we. fnſider al haw ons many:Rube. 


and Hi ces;We are. like to meet - with | ift- "theWay, 
and-how difficulrly itisattaioable. .- | 
- Many indeed who: are+but. little. aompiceal with. 
themſelves, and with.the-World, may be apt enough to: 
imagine.,) that tocbe quigt: and: peacgableis no:fuctr hard: 


matter. 2s.that it Fequire :irv menifſo; much Care, 
and Study. to:keep.themclves.a. .Farwdees ri67 Reietneſs. | 
(may. they fy) confeft. chiefly FW. Negatives *. Anda. it, 
' nat much-eafier, inthe. general; to fit till, aud not toaf, 
than to be bufily employed in 2ftioniti$02hat, after aman. 
lou bittrance amiindinodd quiet; cunbatiifieeld hindir bigs 
fume (0-6 info) vhinfalfep: ob-binp Snell ww bear 
Suck great Pifieult Fats in th5, Afutr . 
-But-yet-when fuck men EIS ns 
and Experitaant,, thefoapgy feon baxghyIcedbaf = 
Ergour, and, fully Jas ol the/Cartagd, 
vance theyi:eaty; uſe UVES: | 
little engugh;!- For t T7 'ndeed;cÞvur | 
to-be quiet, will go.a greats Way. in the thijigzautd fraany 
it, be.in. ir. ſelf allo. mordaeafiec wor re apy”: 
_ and Grey? for a man to be peacgablezth 
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Corruption of our Nature, ſuch, and ſo many ere the. 
Hinderances:and Temptations , both from within, and 
without us , that it ſeems almoſt impoſſible for any. one 


to be truly quiet , and much more that he ſhould long 


continue ſo, by chance, but, as the World goes, he that 
would indeed be ſo, muſt be ſure Zo take a great deal of 
pains to be quiet. | 1 


' For Firſt , Every Luſt you are willing to harbour in 
your hearts, will certainly prove a Make-bate and In- 
cendiary, which will never ſuffer you to be long quiet : 
but, forcing you to break all your Reſolutions for Peace, 
be ſure to ingage you in endleſs Broyls and Contentions. 
But now how hard and laborious a Task it is, and what 
great Care and Diligence muſt be uſed, to conquer and 
ſubdue a man's own Luſts, all will eaſily acknowledge, 
who have been, in the leaſt acquainted with the Work 
of Mortification. - obs .* | 

' But ſtill, beſides this 'Treacherous Brood, of his own 
Houſe-hold, which every man has more or leſs With- 
in himſelf, we are alſo continuaſſy furrounded from 


without , with whole multitudes of ſuch as are ſworn 


Enemies unto Peace ; who will be ſure , if poſlible ,- to 
hinder us from following it. The Devil and all his 
wicked Inſtruments are always ſtrangely buſie, in ſow- 
ing the Seeds of Hatred, Diſcord, and Contention, and 
the World is every where full of fuch Perſons , who, as 
they are themſelves extremely Peeviſh , Diſcontented, 
and Ungovernable ; fo is it their very Study and Im- 
ployment (as much as they can by all means) to draw 
in, 2nd make others become like them. And that good 
man has found out a happy Dwelling-place mdeed , 
whoſe heart finds not occaſion frequently to ſigh on 

——p that 
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that Complaint of David; My Soul hath long dwelt a- 
mone them that are Enemies anto Peace, = 
He that would keep: himfelf quiet wifl be forced to 
be at the trouble of often faſpentdirrg his Belief, of ftop- 
ping his Ears , of ſhifting his Company, and changing 
is Acquaintance. And yet , when all is done, you: 
muſt contentedly expect to be mortally hated and flan- 
dered, to be injured and reviled, and lookt upon as. 
ſtrange Monſters, by the SSnsof Wrath and Bitterneſs, ' 
merely becauſe you will not run, with them , into the 
fame Fxceſs of Riot and Sedition. For if, with Davd, 
you ſincerely endeavour to maintain Peace, you will be: 
fate to ttteet with thoſe alſo, who , as foon as'ever you- 
ſpedk to thetri thereof , wilt be fo much the more enra-. 
ped thereat againſt you, as preſently to make them rea- 
y fot Battle. In ſhort, they who are the real Troublers 
of Hirael themſelves , will not fail to call you, by this 
odions ttame , atid to treat you as fuch, upon no other 
account , but becauſe you refuſe to joyn with them, in: 
being fo indeed. | | | 
Nay, the Devil has of late, made ufe of one powerful 
Stratagem and 'Tempration,which ſeems, indeed, beyond 
all others : and isfuch as,F'm perfwaded, has moſt ſtart- 
led and rendred it extreamly difficult , even for ſeveral 
well-teaning men, to keep themſelves peaceable. And: 
this he has effected , by ___ 4 fort of leading Hy- 
ocrites among us , who, whilſt they pretend them- 
elves the only Zealots for, and Profeſſors of the true Re- 
ligion , have indeed ſet up a New Goſpel of their own, 
ſo dire&tly ”=__ , In this, to that which our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles delivered , that, according to the Do- 
Arine of theſe men; He muſt preſently be ſtigmatized, 
2s an Enemy to the 7rath, who is careful to continue a 
Friend unto Peace. 
Nor 
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- Nor will their Goſpel alow any one to be truly Religi- 
ous, who is, at the ſame time, zruly Peaceable : but that 


Rudy of Love, and mutual Peace, which our Saviour 


makes the mark of a true Diſciple , they endeavour to 
turn into the Character of one who ſecretly adores An- 
tichriſt ; whilſt what St. Jude attributes to the firſt 
grand Hereticks, The diſpifing of Dominions, and ſpeak- 
ing evil of Dignities , and refuſing to be ſubjett to any 
lawful Authority , either for wrath or conſcience” ſake, 
goes, With them, for the moſt ſubſtantial Argument of 
an Orthodox Profefſour , and only true Believer. In a 


_ word, under the pretence of Religion, they have done 


their utmoſt to deſtroy the very Life and Soul of it; And, 
if what theſe men (as I ſhall hereafter ſhew) have both 
preach'd and lately printed, were indeed the Goſpel, our 
Saviour muſt then have bequeathed to all his Diſciples, 
not that bleſſed Legaſie of Peace, but nothing but War, 
Diſcord, and Confuiion, from Generation to Generation; 
and have come into the World only to turn men into 
Wolves and Tigers, to ſubvert all good Qrder , and ut- 
terly ; to diſſolve all Civil Society , among the Sons of 
Men, "X 

But now ſince ſuch DoQrines as have this dire ten-. 
dency are both taught and maintained , by thoſe who 
would be thought the moſt faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel ; and ſince there are alſo ſo many other Temp- 
tations and Diſcouragements that render it ſo extreme- 
ly difficult , for men to behave themſelves peaceably ; 
how infinitely therefore does it concern every ſincere 


Chriſtian to arm: himſelf againſt them , and carefully 


to look about him > How highly neceſſary is it for us, 
@iAonufia wet, that is, as the Word implies, to 
ſtudy and endeavour to be quiet, with the fame earneſl- 
neſs and folicitude, as the _ ambitious Perſons do, = 
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the purſuit after Honours 'and Preferment , or with the 
hke Concern, which may be obſerved in the moſt Co- 
vetous, to heap up Riches ; that is, to endeavour after 
Peace with the moſt Exquiſite Care and Diligence ima- 

ginable. | FISD 
Ando Fproceed now to the 7hird General thing, viz. 
To endeavour to ſhew, how this Study of ours may be 
beſt directed ;. or, in what Particulars chiefly, our Care 
_ tothis purpoſe may moſt ſucceſsfully be employed: And 
now in Order to this, let me, in the firſt place dire& 
you, as the main Foundationof all Peace and Quietneſs, 
to endeavour to be fully convinced of the Truth of 
Chriſtianity and to have alſo your Minds and Hearts 
fully. poſſeſt with the continual Conſideration of thoſe 
Glorious Rewards and Happineſs of that future State, 
which the :S9z' of - God came into the World toacquaint 
us with, and prepare us for. Seek but firſt, in good 
earneſt, the Kingdom of Godand his Righteouſneſs;place 
your main Treaſure and :Happineſs in Heaven, .and in: 
thoſe Qualificatians which may fir you:-for it ; and then 
where your Treaſure is, there will your Heart /be alſo. 
And he that is thus ſincere in Religion, and has once 
got Heaven into his Heart ; muſt neceſſarily fo little 
value all elſe, as- that- it wilt be impoſſible, he ſhould 
fall: out. about any earthly: things:; the exceffive Love 
of which is always the Cauſe and true Root of all' Qua- 
rrels-and Contentions. He that is fond of the World, 
or dotes upon any thing here below , will never fail 
upon infinite Occafions, of being engaged, in endleſs 
Broiles and Conteſts;whileſt Heavenly-mindednefsis the 
only thing that can- render Men contented, and effe- 
cally ſecure them in: Peace. And. our Saviour 
is therefore indeed the great Author and Promoter of 
- Peace, among Men, not only in that: he has = 
| where 
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where ſo ſtritly commanded them to' maintain the 
fame ; but chiefly, in that they who heartily embrace: 
his Religion, are powerfully enabled, through the firm 
Belief and Conſideration of the life to come, to wean 
tiemſelves from, and ſet fooſe to the things of this ; 
ſetting their Aﬀections on - the things above, and not- 
on - the things beneath ; otherwiſe all his Commands 
of following, Peace , would have: been impracticable, 
and but to littlepurpoſe. Whileſt now, nothing is more: 
caſic or natural, than the Obſervation of theſe Precepts, 
after once a Vigorous faith has pluckt up out of Men's 


Hearts, that bitter Root of all Contention, Worldly- 


mindedneſs. And therefore it is not at all fo ſtrange, 
that the Primitive Chriſtians ſhould live in ſuch Peace 
together and bleſſed Concord , as.to be of one Heart, 
and of one Soul , when the full Perſuaſion and Belief 
of the eternal Happineſs of another Life, had fo per- 
fetly raſed out of. their Hearts, ( that very Founda- 
tion- of all Diſcord ) the-love of Worldly things, that 
they could afford to think nothing. of the things they: 
poſſeſſed, their own , but to have all things common, 


- ſelling their Goods, and imparting them to all, as eve- 


ry Man had need, as we read', Att. 4. 32.8. c. 2. 45. 
Which extraordinary and miraculous Example of theirs, 
tho it does not hinder (unleſs the like Circumſtances 
ſhouldalſo requirs the fame of us ) but that Chriſtians: 
now may both lawfully and conveniently maintain a 
Propriety in theſe temporal Good Things ; yet , as the 
ſame Belief will: make us always ready - cheerfully to: 
diſtribute - to thoſe that -have-need , -as Chriſtian-pru-- 
dence- may direct us, fo will it -be ſure to' keep us: 
from-any. ſuch fondneſs towards Worldly Good Things, 
as would-engage us to facrifice Peace ; but we ſhall be 
far enough trom. diſturbing. the World , or injuring- 


[22] 
any Perſon, in order to the keeping or encreafing our 
Poltions. *Fis nothing elſe but their Pride, Cove- 
 touſneſs, or Ambition, that makes Men Reſtleſs and Un- 
quiet, and fets them ſo at difference ; for from whence 
come Wars and Fightings ( faith St. James ) come they 
not hence even of your Luſts, which war in your Mew- 
ters ? Theſe, theſe are the real Penftoners that betra 
the Peace and Happineſs of a Nation:or Society ; thels 
are the things that make Men firſt uneafie within 
themſelves, and then troubleſome to others. 
Upon which account therefore, the Prophet, compares 
wicked Men, to: the troubled Sea, when it cannot ref, 
whoſe Waters caff up Mire and Dirt. I. 57. 20. But 
let us take care only, by that purifying Hope, which 
ought to be , and is in every real Chriſtian, to regulate 
our corrupt Aﬀections, and mortify our Fleſhly Deſires, 
and then, when our Foxas-luſts are once caſt from us, 
all the former Storms and Tempeſts of Contention will 
ſoon ceaſe, and the reſt of our Voyage beſure to prove 
Calm and Peaceable. 

' He who fo ſeriouſly believes the Goſpel, as to place 
his Hopes, his Treaſure, and his Heart in Heaven, muſt 
needs have Active Peace with all the World. For firſt, 
fuch a one, tobe fure, can have nomannerofOccaſion,or 
poſſibility of Temptation, either to Envy, Hate, or fall 
out with any other, uponthe account of ſpiritual Good 
Things; becauſe he knows it is impoſſible that any Man 
in the World, without his own conſent, ſhould either 
injure him in , or hinder him of ,that Happineſs , 
in the Hopes of which he can reft perfetly well con- 
tented - And then, as for any temporal things, his 
Heart t too much engaged elſe where, nor does he 
value them at fiich a rate, as that, for the fake of thoſe, 
he ſhould become Quarrelſome, and Unpeaceable ; eſpe- 
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cially, fince he well knows, that his ſo behaving him- 
elf about fach Triflkes, would moſt certainly hinder 


him, of that fature Happineſs, for which alone, he is 
fo mainly, and heartily concerned. - So that let Men 
colour their Deſigns as they will, tet them endeavour 
to deceive others, and, pertiaps, their own Hearts, as 
much as they can, with the vain Pretences of meer 
zeal for Religion ; there can be no fuch thing in the 
caſe, whileſt Men are Peeviſh, and Quarrelſome, Sediti- 
ous, and Ungovermble; nothing: but Mammon, no- 
thing but Pride , Covetouſneſs, or Ambition, and what 
is moſt cofitrary to the Goſpel, is really at the bottom 


_ of fach Mens Hearts, and that which indeed puts them 


upon fuch Practices and —_— Behaviour ; they are 
far. from having yet believed or conſidered things, like 
true Chriſtians. . 

In ſhorty if we look, not only on bare Names, but 
upon things themſelves ; a Worldly minded Man, or an 
unpeaceable, or difloyal Chriſtian, is no leſs Nonſenſe 


| anda Contradition; than a Spiritual-ſenfualiſt, a juft 


Robber, or att innocent Murderer. Whereas he who: 
does really believe, and endeavours ſtill more and: 
more to ſtrengthen and confirm his perfuaſton con-- 
cerning the other Life ; he who has his Heart above, 
and makes it his earneſt Study to mortify his Luſts ;. 


that Man does alſo, inthe fame, moſt efteCtually ſtu-- 


dy, and take the moſt ſucceſsful courſe in the World, 
to be quiet. | # 


But Secondly , in- order to this excellent purpoſe, 
have a ſpecial care what you uſe to hear , and read, . and: 
with what kind of Company you enter into any Fami- 
liarity : For otherwiſe , let a man be never ſo peaceably 
inclined, it will he wholly impoſſible for him long to- 

continue 


__ has] 


continue quiet. *Tis natural for men to colour with 
their Company, and with the froward to learn Froward- 
neſs. Such as thy Companions are, ſuch wilt thou alfo 
ſoon-..be thy felt. More men are poyſoned , by the 
way of the ears, and from what comes from other men's 
mouths, than from what enters in at their own. And 
he who feeds upon nothing but ſtinking Carrion , and 
takes in nothing but tainted and moſt unwholſom.Meat 
and Drink , may as well expect to retain a ſound and 
healthful Conſtitution , as - that man a quiet peaceable 
Mind ; who can allow himſelf to be great and intimate 
only with thoſe that are of a factious turbulent Spirit, 
and of feditious Principles ; for by frequent and familiar 
converſe with fuch- Perſons, 'tis nafural and neceſlary for 
a man inſenſibly to receive the like Impreſſions and Ap- 
prehenſions of things , to imbibe the ſame Hopes, and 
Fears, Jealouſjes and Suſpicions , and, by degrees, to be 
wholly moved and carried on by the ſame Diſcontents, 
Prejudices and Difaftections. And what can be expe 
ed of any ſuch Perſon, whoſe Acquaintance or Relati- 
ons hap'ning to be chiefly of - thoſe that are notoriouſ- 
ly Factious and Diſcontented, does, by his open ears and 
credulous heart , give a ready entertainment to what 
they infuſe , and make himſelfe (as-it were) the Sink 
or Common Shore , of all the accurſed Lies and Ca- 
lumanies, of all the falſe Stories and malicious Inſinuati- 
ons, and of the reſt of that filth and excrement of their 
cankred Minds,which the whole Party ſhall at any time 
think fit to void , on purpoſe to caſt in the Face of the 
Government, and to render all thoſe odious, who faith- 
fully endeavour to uphold it 2 whither will not ſuch 
a Man be, at laſt, hurried, through the Influenceof ſuch 
ill Company, tho otherwife, of himſelf, never ſo peace- 
ably incliged 2 Nay indeed a Man runs a very great 
Hazard in being intimate but with any one ſingle me 
| | on 
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ſon, that is of - this ſour leven.. And therefore let the 
Courteſtes Received, or to be Expected from ſuch a 
one be never ſo Conſiderable to thee, let his Reputati- 
on for Parts or Piety-be never fo great ; after the Man 
has evidently Diſcovered to thee , by any one or more 


deliberate ill Actions, that he is not ſincere, nor a real 


Friend to Peace, but of a Reſtleſs Ambitious Temper, 
and a great Fayourer of thoſe, who, in Purſuit of the 
like. Deſigns, would be glad to put all into Confuſion ; 
and thou perceiveſt withal no likelyhood of his being 
reclaimed by thee; whatſoever it coſts thee then, be fure to 

break looſe from him,as ſoon, and as civilly as you can : 


_ -for ſucha one can no longer be ſafely made a Friendor 


Familiar, by him, who would ſucceſsfully ſtudy to be 


quiet. 


Thirdly, As another excellent courſe to keep your 


. ſelves quiet and peaceable, Be fure to make Conſcience 


of avoiding Idleneſs, and be careful to ſerve God and 
your . Countrey, by diligently employing your ſelves 
every one in his proper and lawful Calling. Idleneſs 


4s in it ſelf a very melancholick diſcontented thing, na- 


turally apt to breed, in Men, many Luſts and ' great 
Poverty, to make them needand defire more than other 
Men, and yet to have leſs; and fo, prove to put them 
upon any the moſt violent and injurious Courſes, by 
a ſhort and eafie cut, to make out their deſired For- 
tune. And indeed, were there nothing elſe .in it, he 


that will not employ himſelf: as he ought, will ſoon 


fall to buſie himſelf in doing Miſchief. So true is that 
of the Son of Syrach, Ecclus. 33. 27. /dleneſs teacheth 
much Evil. And accordingly, had-not Pharoah been 
Tyrannical, .in the unreaſonable Tasks he impoſed, he 


-was not out in his Politicks, when, to ſecure his fears of 


the 


E 
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6 Childien of 7/rhe/s making Head againſt hit , 
fe rlidught it his beft Courſe to take care, that they 
Thoatd /all be continadfy tmptoyedin Tabovr. And 
frioit 'Govertimenits ard Contnon-Wealths hive wiſe- 
ſy thovelit fit to-provide for the Security of thePub- 
lick Pezre arid Tritiquillity, by making Eaws to pre- 
vetit Tdlenefs, under very ſevere Penalties. Nor 1s'it 
any other than .a JT obvious Obſervation, 'how 
Tuch kind of Perſons 'generitly "are #ke main Tnſtru- | 
ments, both of 'miore private 'Miſchiefs, and'of Pub- 
lick Diſturbarices,, whom Tdlenefs, 'and her attendent 
Luſts, and diſcontented Poverty,” tas firft prepated 
for fuch 'wicked Unde&tikings. And whit one 'of 
the/late Traytors alſo (who ſeemed to die 'more 'Vike 
a penitent than any of the reſt ) does, in his laſt 
Speech, caution others to this purpoſe , is well wor- 
thy the ferious» notice, 'and timely 'Conſideration of 
Teveral 'amoryg 'us, who 'are but tov n&toriealy Ton- | 
cerned in that 'particufar. But thus much, 'I hope, 
Tay ſuffice to make 'you fſenfible, how. great 'an Ene- 
my. to ' Quietnefs 1s Tdleneſs ; ard on the-contrary, 
how-good a, help andexpedient re Diligchce in an honeſt 
be and Employment. | 
Which brings 'me now -directy , to ' the particular 
means , which we are here fo _—_ directed to, in 
the Text, to this very Parpans Mind ybur own Buſineſs. 
Which we'are to underſtand as an-wſeful Cantion,in Op. 
polition not 'only'to Tdleneſs , but chiefly to that prag- 
matical Temper , or idle Buſineſs ,, when men will not 
keep within their own proper 'Sphere and Cbmnpaſs; 
but intrude themſelves 'into other men's Afﬀairs , and 
become buſie-bodies in other men's Matters, which 
they ought not any way to be fo concerned 'in. Which 
Vice, becaule 1t' is ſo-general and epidemical, -and yet 
| commonly 
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 Miſchiefs of it in general , as well as us direct 
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comnmonly apt to be thought harmleſs enough ang i 
cent ; I ſhall therefore think it worth the while a litt] 
more largely to ſhew. the ſeveral other great Follies anc 
rect Repug; 


And 
e fol: 


nancy to all Peace and Quietneſs , 1n particyl: 
this now I ſhall endeayour to perform , from 
lowing Arguments or Conſigderations. 


Firſt gle that buſies himfelf in other Men's Rt, 
will be forced to. neglect his own proper Buſineſs and 
Calling , by the due following of which be might be 
fure of being maſt happy and tuecebful , and through 
the neglect of which, be uſually makes hunſelf'miſera; 
ble for the preſent, and muſt be fure to give 2 {eyere ac- 
count, for ſuch his neglect, hereafter. Every man has 
enough to do, to acquit himſelf conſcignably , and like 
a Chriſtian,in thediligeat diſcharge of thoſe ſeveral Nu- 
ties required of him, in that particular Sphere and Stati- 
on, in which it has pleaſed God to place him. The 
mind.of man is fo finite , and our Stength and Abilities 
ſo mited and confined , that fcarce any man js fat fyc- 
cesflully to undertake,at the fame time, many and dif. 
rent Employmeats : But he that ſtands fnxt in his own 
proger place , and diligently applies himſelf to the fol- 
owing of that -particular Employment only , which 
God's Providenee ; in the direction of his own firſt 
Choice, and the Care of his Relations, has called him to, 
ſeldom or never fails of very good ſucceſs therein. 
Whereas that man who intermeddles with every matter, 
and endeavours tobe ſomebody, in every thing, 1s very 
ſeldom extraordinary in any thing ; and many times 
is grosfly defetive, and unhappy , in that particular 
hing, which is his proper Profeſſion, and of. which it is 
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greatly both ſhameful and inconvenient for aim to be 
ie, 2 i Fs either 
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either ignorant or neglecful. And what can be com- 
parable to the Folly of thoſe men , who incumber and 
diſtract their Minds about many things, who waſt their 
time and ſtrength in vain , about what belongs not at 
all to them, about ftich things,. as they might oth ſafe- 
ly, and with much Benefit both to themſelves and 0+ 
thers, let alone ; and at the ſame time are wholly care- 


leſs of doing their Duties , in that particular Province, 


which yet cannot , without their great Sin agyl Puniſh- 
ment, be fo negleted > And when, at length , -by this 
mean's (as it uſa comes to paſs) ſuch fond Pragmati- 
co's have greatly diſturbed the Peace of the Communi- 
ty, and have brought Infamy, Poverty,and Miſery upon 
themſelves and their Families , even in this World, and 
come at the laſt day to give an account of their Ta- 
tents and Behaviour ; What a wretchedly ridiculous 
Plea will it be for them to alledge , We were fo very 
much buſied in inſtructing of our Teachers, and in cor- 
reQing the Faults of our Magiſtrates; ſo wholly taken 
up about State Afairs , and in directing of our Superi- 
ours how to govern us ,- or the like , that we were for- 
ced to forget the Obedience of Subjects, and could find 


no time for that neceſſary diligence which we ſhould 


have exerciſed in our own proper Callings > Thus, may 
not that of the Son of Syrach, be juſtly applied , to all 
fuch ſelf>conceited buſie-bodies in other men's Matters 3 
Eccluſ. 27. 19. There are thoſe that are wiſe , and teach 
many, and yet are unprofitable to themſelves. 


Secondly, Such a one uſually miſpends' his time and 
ſtrength to no purpoſe ; in buſying himſelf about ſuch 
things, as he cannot, ordinarily, underſtand, nor is any 
way fitly qualified to mannage. The different Birth, 
natural Parts, Cuſtom, and Education of men, and in- 

deed 
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deed ( in all theſe.) Providence it felf ſzems ſo to have 
deſigned ſome to one only, and ſome to another , this 
man to a meaner, and that to.a higher Office , in the 
Common-wealth,that'tis ordinarily the greateſt wiſdom 
and trueſt Intereſt, for each Perſon to keep cloſe only to 
that particular Vocation, which he at firſt pitched upon, 
and has, for any conſiderable time, applied himſelt to. 
Whilſt they who do otherwiſe , do commonly but be- 
tray, and find, at laſt, ſufficient cauſe to repent their Fol- 
ly. .Every man is not cut out for every Employment, 
and yet tis a common Folly for moſt men to think 
- themſelves better fitted, to do the Buſineſs of others, 
than their own. And, O what a profound Divine, 
what an excellent Preacher could I make'> faith the Me- 
chanick ; *and how admirably well could I perform the 
Office of a Judge, a Magiſtrate, Privy-Counceller , .or 
Prince 2 faith the inferiour Tradeſman ; for as to their 
dwn Profeſlion, Experience has taught them, that there 
arein it ſeveral Difficulties; whilſt in thoſe of other men, 
meer Blindneſs makes them bold , and-Ignorance confi- 
dent ; and when they are not able to ſee the: Difficul- 
ties, ſoon conclude, that there are none \, but that all is 
ſmooth and caſie. Thus even the moſt dull and block- 
iſh Perſons , who 'have- ever been no better than meer 
Bunglers in their own: proper buſineſs , and have ſcarce 
Capacity enough to underſtand or go through with the 
meaneſt Profetiion , are yet many times the molt pert 
and medlefome, in the Affairs of- other men, and apt to 
think , themſelves- moſt fit to- undertake ſuch high and 
difficult Employments , towards the worthy diſcharge 
of which, indeed, even the choiceſt ngtural and beſt 
improved Parts, the largeſt Time, Diligence, Study and 
Experience, are all little enough rightly to qualifie and 
enable a man. ow can he get wiſedow ( faith the ” 
. 0 
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of Syrach , Feclaſ. 38. 25.) that holdeth the Plow, and 
that elorieth in the Goad, that driveth Oxen, and is occu- 
pied 3n their Labonrs \ 'anwd whoſe talk is of Bullocks, Ge. 
The fame jncapaciry* likewife he afterwards affirms , 
to be in the Carpender, Graver of Seals, Smith, Potter . 
concerfiing whom and the like Artificers , he concludes 
in the 31, and 33, Verſe; 44 theſe truft to their hands, 
ind every one is wiſe 'in his own work ; . but they ſhall not 
be foaght for in Publitk Council, 'nor fit high in the Con- 
gregation ; they ſhall tot fit'on the Judges Seat , nor un- 
derftand the Seikvides of Fudgment ; they cannot declare 
Fuftice antl Futyment , and they ſhall not be found where 
- Parables are ſpoken. We might alſo inflance in ſeveral 
other {eſs conſiderable Occupations, which though they 
may not be; perhaps ,, alrogether unuſeful (as the fame 
Author fpeaks) towards the maintaining the State of the 
World ; yet tt can hardly ſeem poflible , how the Pro- 
feflors of the ſame ſhould ever , without. immediate In: 
fpitation , ' attain to that wiſdom of the Learned, which 
ordinarily cometh 'only through opportunity of teiſure; 
Nor can I, for try part, very eaſily diſcover (though al- 
ways ready. to ſubmit to more-diſcerning Judgments) 
_ peat 7 gy or AN an be 4g 
the 5kfll of rightffy compoſing ofa Bruſh,. and that of 
ordering "the © lotta and Tam very apt to 
think it 'poſtble for ohe'who has made this his-conſtant 
buſinefs, to know'well enough how ro make a Bird-cage, 
and yet be:no very fit-man - to determine the- deepeſt 
ind moſt controverted Points'in Divinity, norover'well 
verſed im the #rcana Imperii.' dad, methimks, I cannot 
Þut fincy it #6' look 4 little Ridiculous',” that one-who 
Has attained skill enough-conveniently to wire-in a ſilly 
Parrat, and has got a trick, like-it, to-talk by roat., and 
Without-underſtznding of Religion, thould immediate- 
ad . ly 
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Iy efteem himfelfa Saint, take heart uponit, and from 
hence conceit , that he has/both the Sk:zZ and CaZ allo 
vo bind” Kings themſelves in Chains.,. and their Nubles in 
Ferrers of Jrom.” Rf 11:59} 119% rt 


ployment'in 'the Commonwealth ; and .there want.not 
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© Firſt, Such Perſons are ſure to labour under no ſmall 
Envy and Prejudice, and very much 'to want that 
general 'Reputation-and 'Truſt, from others, | without 
which they can ſcarce have an opportunity of doing any 
great matters. . Men are naturally moſt relyed upon and 
truſted for their Skill in that Art or Profeſſion, which 
they are known all along to have made their Buſineſs; 
Whilſt Upſtarts and Intruders, are as generally pre- 
fumed, without any more ado, to be raw and unskil- 
ul, in their new Employments and Undertakings. So 
that the one, having more 'Truſt and- Credit, though 
poſſbly leſs Skill and Parts, are more reſorted to, and 
bert r ſucceed than the other; who , though furniſhed 
ſometimes ' with- greater Abilities, yet wanting the 
neceſſary Credit thereof, are therefore commonly neg- 
lected and contemned. h 


Secondly, Though fuch Ufurpers may have know- 
ledge and Abilities, ſufficient for the diſcharge of thoſe 
employments, into which they ſo unreaſonably intrude 
thandes Vat they ſeldom have the Will or Defirefin- 
cerely to make uſe of the ſame;towards the publick Benefit, 
but only to the fatisfaction of their own particular Luſts; 
and as Pride, Covetouſneſs, or Ambition, firſt puts them 
upoffthe Undertaking, ſo they commonly behave them- 
ſelves accordingly all along, moſt unhappily and extra- 
vagantly. Lattly, God himſelf is ſo much a friend to 
the Obſervance of that neceſſary Order, without which 
'Government and humane Society cannot be well main- 
tained, that for the more effectual diſcountenance of all 
Attempts to the contrary, he ſeldom gives a Bleſling to 
thoſe, who, without any regular Call to it, impatiently 
leap out of that Rank, in which his Providence. has ſeen 
fit to place them 5 but fuch Perſons are commonly un- 

| | fortunate, 
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fortunate, and very rarely ſuffered to be ſucceſsfull. 
And accordingly it was thefaying of Lather; That, He 
ſhould be very loath to be a Soldier in that Army, where 
Prieſts were Captains, becauſe the Church, and not the 
Camp, is their proper place; and going ro War, they 
willingly outed themſelves, of God's Proteition, being 
out of their own Yocation. To which I think, T may, 
with Parity of Reaſon, add, that I ſhould be no leſs loath 
to joyn my ſelf a Member of that Congregation, where 
the pretended Paſtor, was never any regularly Ordained 
Miniſter, but a meer Lay-Uſurper upon the facred Office, 
whether Soldier (as fuch have been) or Tradeſman, or 


 Uliterate Mechanich. However, Iam fure, that'one of 


the moſt Remarkable Judgments, that God ever yet 
inflicted, (for ought we read ) ſince the World began, 
upon any Sinners, and ſuch as may well.ſerve as a ſtand- 
ing Warning-piece, to all other Perſons alike evilly 
inclined, was that old-new thing, which he created for 
the Puniſhment of ſuch, as only attempted to Uſurp 
upon that Holy Office ; ' when that Arch-Buſybody 
Corah and his Pragmatical Company, were ſwallowed 
up quick by the Earth, commanded viſibly to cleave 
in ſunder for that Purpoſe. And though God does not 
think fit, to re by like dreadful Judgment, upon 
all Offenders of the like nature; yet ſuch is the uſual 
hazard and - inſucceſsfulneſs of fach Perſons, that the 
Wiſe Solomon faw cauſe enough, therefrom, to ground 
that general Obſervation of his, with which I ſhall con- 
clude this Particular, Prov. 27. 8. As a bird that wan 
dereth from her Neſt, ſo is a Man that wandereth from 
his place. That is, astheleſlſer Birds cannot depart from 
their reſting places, without becoming Obnoxious to 
Nets and Snares, and the Fury of Birds of prey ; fo for 
a Man to keep: cloſe-to his own proper Station and 

F Calling, 
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Calling, is always -the fafeſt for him, 'by forſaking of 
which he uſually expoſeth himſelf to many Datigers and 


Miſtortunes, 


But Fourthly, though. ſuch Men do happen alfo to 
be ſucceſsful, yet they cannot 'do half ſo much good 
to the Publick, by their particular Succeſs, as they are 
ſure to do miſchief to it, by the ill Influence of their 
Pragmatical : Examples. For if every Man himſelf may 
once be allowed to be the fole judge of his own: Parts 
and Abilities, there are few perſons (howſoever really 
ſtupid and uncapable ) will be found to conceit fo 
meanly of themſelves, as not preſently to think them- 
ſelves fufficiently fit and qualified, for. the undertaking 
almoſt of any. Office or Employment. - And "twill be 
natural from the Examples of fome other Succeſsful 
Buſybodys and Jntruders, 'for every Man thus to diſ- 
courſe within himfelf. Nature, I am ſure, has been 
no leſs bountiful to me,. nor have I wanted -as good 
Education and Opportunity. of emproving my ſelt; as 
ſach a perſon ; and why may not I alſo therefore pre- 
fume of as good. Succeſs 2 It ſuch a one, who never 
made it his Buſineſs, is fit to undertake fuch an Em- 
ployment, why am not I as well qualified for, or may 
not,, by the ſame right and juſtice, attempt to dit 
charge his Office, or any other Pexſon's, which I moft 
Fancy - | 
How natural it is for ſuch Pragmatical Examples, to 
' have this ill Efte& upon others, was wittily repreſented, 
in the ſharp Reproof of an imprudent Action of King 
Lewis the Eleventh of France ; who having appointed 
a certain Biſhop, to take the general Muſter of Soldiers 
at Paris, and Chabannes,one of his Noblemen; taking this 
thing in ul part, deſired of the King to give him the 

| Authority 
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Authority .of cenſuring the faid. Biſhop's Clergy-men 3 
to which the King replying , that i* was wor fit to put 
outs Sickle into another. may s Corn ;: Yes, faith: the other; 
fince the Biſhop has made our Harveſt, his: own-;/why: 
may not- we", alfo as'well. make his, ours > Thus:what 
can be of worſe Conſequence to a Commonwealth, than. 
for men. to have fuch Occaſions of Encouragement, in 
that -pragmatical reſteſs Humour , which moſt are, of 
thenwelves, but too much naturally-prone to:2 And fo; 
whilſt negleQing the 'Duties of their own proper plas 
ces, this man, who perhaps never had Capacity enongh 


to learn, ſhall beprompted to ſet up for a Teacher and 


Infkructer of others ; and another man to: turn- Stateſs 
man and Magiſtrate-, who- never knew: how to obey'; 
and another intruding himſelf into another's Province; 
andſo on: In a Word,whilſtall men will be every thing, 
and no man, at laſt, any thing he ſhould be ; muſt not 
all be. perfectly unfixt , by this means;2 or what elſe 
can enſue from hence, in this-Caſe, but lamentableDil- 
order, and the moſt abſolute Confuſion >- | 


But ſtill Fzf7 bly, Were it not a thing ef ſuch confide- 
rable Damage, as 1t really is,, to the Publick.; yet fuch 
pragmaticalneſs is , ,in-it ſelf, a very great Sin, and-ſuch 
as. includes, in the:very nature of it , many and grie- 
vous Vices; as being evidently made up of a:certain 
Complication, of Diſcontent, Pride, Covetouſneſs, Am- 
bition, and Injuſtice ; of the.Jaſt of which eſpecially , it 
has apparently ſo large' a Doſe:, that ſeveral Moraliſts 
know not how more 'fitly; to; place it, than; under 
the rank of a certain fort of Injuftice. - And (indeed, 
thougi it be not only juſt, but alſo an Act of Charity, 
for a man that is able; ont. of meer good will ; to lend 
his helping hand-to- apgther , when his Advice and Af+ 
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ſtance is either needed or deſired, by the Perſon there- 
in \ concerned ; and accordingly in this ſenſe, ſome 
have underſtood(T inquirenot now how truly;)that of the 
Apoſtle; as a Precept , to this purpoſe, Phil. 2.4. 7hat 
we ſhould not look only on our own things , but every man 
alſo on the things of others : yet what can be more 
highly diſparaging 2 what more contrary to the Rules 
bothiof Charity and Juſtice, than the pragmatical In- 
vaſion of -another man's Office, againſt his own Con- 
fent, when our interpoſal in the Afair,is neither needed, 
nor-defired 2 nay, when we are neither able, nor willing 
to do the Perfon any Courteſie; but indeed directly de- 
fign the:quite contrary , thereby 2 How far is thisfrom 
doing, 'as we' would be done by 2: or who would not 
take it grievoufly to be himſelf thus dealt with > And 
now. , to put the caſe more home , and render it more 
uſeful , by giving ſuch a particular Inſtance , in which 
men are apt, both moſt commonly and injuriouſly. to 
offend, in this kind ; ſuppoſe then, that the King , or 4- 
ny of his great Miniſters, vouchſafing to caſt an eye jn- 
to any of your Shops , ſhould, upon any ſlight Hear- 
fay or Information, prefently determine , that fuch or 
fuch a man (though he has all his life-time made it his 
Buſineſs) does not, irr my Opinion; competently under- 
ſtand , nor is he fit to follow the Trade he does profeſs ; 
F will therefore tfake'care to chuſe his Journey-men or 
Partners for him, and put in ſome of mine own Follow- 
ers, men of better Parts, to'manage his- Affairs for him; 
Suppoſe, I fay,, His Majeſty ſhould proceed with you 
after this manner 5 How patiently, do you think , you 
ſhould be: able to take it > would you not all immedi- 
ately complain of Tyranny and Arbitrary Government, 
and make the moſt heavy Out-cries , that your Liber- 
ties and Properties were invaded > And yet now , I 
| Pray, 
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pray , turn the Scales a little ; and conſider whether it 
be not far more hard and injurious, for any of you, for- 
getting your own Shop-boards , fawcily either by 
Words or in your Behaviour (fo far as you dare)' to in- 
timate, That His Majeſty. does not ſufficiently under- 
ſtand His Buſineſs ; that either your ſelves, or: ſuch a 
one, could Govern far better ; that he is wholly lead a- 
ſide by -Evil-Counſellers ; and that you muſt endea- 
your to have ſuch and ſuch a Judge, fuch a Privy Coun- 
ſellor, or Miniſter of State removed, or elſe nothing can 
ever go well > What intollerable Infolence and Injuſtice 


© 15 there in ſuch kind of Behaviour > How come you, I 


wonder, ſo inſpired to underſtand King-craft , far better 
than that Perſon himſelf who was born and bred to it, 
'who has had all the Advantages of Nature, Education, 
long Experience , and the moſt ſingular Opportunities, 
to be an abſolute Maſter in his Royal Trade > Is this 
indeed to be look'd upon as a far kſs Myſtery, and ſuch 
25 may more eaſily be learnt , than any of your inferi- 
our petty Crafts:2 or can yowthink it more tollerable 
and leſs injurious, for a Subje to uſurp upon the Prero- 

gatives of the Crown , than it would be for the Prince 

to-intrench upon a private man's particular Calling 2 If 
all this be moſt ridiculous to imagine ; then, for rhe, 
mind your own Baſineſs, and let State Afairs alone to 

whom they properly belong, and-ceaſe any. more ſo in- 
juſtly and prophanely to treat Majeſty. If you ſhould 
take it ſo ill, that any ſhould meddle in your Trades, 
or put your Journey-men, or Partners upon you ; be 
then intreated, out of commorr Juſtice, to let-your So- 
vereign alſo manage the State, and give him leave 
ſolely to-chuſe and keep, fuch Miniſters and Aſſiſtants, 
as himſelf ſhall think beſt qualified for that purpoſe. 
In- ſhort, however flight or. innocent, general Cu = 
and. 
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and the Multitude of Offenders may have- made. this 
Vice eſteemed, by moſt men ; we ſhall find, (if we will 
t-ke St. Peter's Judgment in the Caſe) that it is indeed 
to be look'd upon, .as a Sin of the moſt heinous nature; 
inſomuch that this Apoſtle plainly fuppoſeth ; both that 
ſuch pragmatical Perfons well deſerve to ſuffer,and that, 
tet their Puniſhment be never ſo ſevere,” they are. far e- 
nough from ſuffering, gs Chriſtians ; Nay, he can aftord 
- to: rank them with: no better- Company, than thoſe 
-which they are indeed ſo near akin to, even- with 
Thieves and Murderers, x Pet. 4. 15. But let none of you 
ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a Thief, or as an Evil-doer, or 
as a Buſie-body in other men's Matters.  'To conclude, 
we may alſo know what to think, both of the Guilt and 
Danger Of all fuch Perſons, if we well conſider the 
Grounds and Reaſons of that excellent Advice of the 
Son of Syrach, Eccluſ. 1x. x0. My Son, meddle not with 
many. Matters,(that is,not belonging to thee) for if zhou 
meddle much , thou ſhalt not be innocent ; and if. thou 
follow after, thou ſhalt not obtain ; neither ſhalt thou e- 
ſcape, by flying. That muſt needs bea great Sin, which 
is complicated of ſo many others, and by which we do 
ſo apparent Wrong, both to God, and man. 


Which would -bring me now to the Sixth and laſt 
aggravating Conſideration of it, viz. That this Prag- 
matical Temper is highly injurious to the Divine Pro- 
' vidence, and Government of the World ; wholly in- 
conſiſtent with all neceſlary Order, and directly tending 
to obſtruct the Peace and. General Benefit of Mankind, 
and to introduce the utter Ruin and Diſſolution of all 
Humane Society. But indeed all this is in it ſelf, fo 
very evident and notorious, that barely to name things, 
may be ſufficient ; nor ſhall I therefore think it needtul 
bt. . 2 to 


is 


to proceed to arty more particular Demonſtration here” 
of ; eſpecially, ſince I before touched upon the fame» 
under ſome of the former Heads. | 

. T hall therefore here only add, That asthis wretched 
Temper, whereſoever it is ſuffered to prevail, is enough 


to turn the World upſide down, ſo we of this Nation 


have, by woful experience, been inſtructed concerning 
the moſt curſed Effes thereof; in thoſe horrid Diſorders 
and Confuſtons, which have been wholly owing to 
thoſe among us, who call themſelves by the Name of 
Diſlenters. In whom this Pragmatical Temperis ſo No- 
toriouſly Predominant, that it ſeems to be as the very 
Evil Genius, with which they are poſſeſſed. For as 
their Guides: and Leaders, are the moſt Scandalous 
Buſybodys and groſs Uſurpers, in the very Office and 
Employment, which they have profeſſedly taken upon 


' themſelves ; ſo do they likewiſe make it their very De- 


fign and Trade, to infect all their Followers, with the 
fame Humour ; whilſt they teach them - (as a main 
point of Godlineſs ) to be continually Murmuring and 
Complaining, to quarrel - and find frule with, to be 
Medling, and Endeavouring ( as they call -it ) to re- 
form every Thing, and Perſon, but ( what alone they 
can, and ought to reform ) themſelves : In ſhort, to 
be at every thing, beſides that alone in which they 
ſhould be really Concerned; and i» whatſoever State 
they are, never to be therewith contented, 

Now my hearty Prayer to God, and earneſt Entreaty 
to all, and eſpecially to fuch Perſons, 1s,that they would, 
at length, but diligently refle&t upon what has been, 
and muſt neceffarily 'be' the fad Effects and fatal Con- 
ſequences of this Curſed Temper ; that they would 
feriouſly conſider what has now been faid — 


4 ; How ſuch Buſybodies in other Mens matters mu 


neceſſarily 


Pas 
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neceſhrily neglect their own proper Buſineſs, by the 
due following of which they might be moſt happy here; 
and for the Neglect of which, they are fure to be ſo fadly 
accountable hereafter ; that they meddle with what they 
cannot, ordinarily, underſtand, nor are any-way fitly 
ualified to manage ;. that if they did competently un- 
derſtand the ſame , yet Providence ſeldom ſuffers fuch 
Intruders to be ſucceſsfull in what they undertake; that 
though they ſhould happen to be Succeſsful, yet their 
particular Succeſs never does the Publick half ſo much 
good asthey are ſure to do it Miſchief, by theill Influence 
of their Pragmatical Examples; that this Pragmaticalneſs 
is in it ſelf fo great a Sin, and Complicated of ſo many 
other grievous Vices ; that it ſo highly aftronts the 
' Divine Providence, and fo direly diſturbs the Order, 
Peace and Quietneſs of the World. | 

If theſe men, I fay, who-talk ſo much of Conſcience, 
and pretend ſo great Scrupulouſneſs , where they need 
not, would but, in earneſt, conſider the great Sin, which 
they are, hereby guilty of, and all theſe, and many more 
Miſchief, which they incur themſelves, and bring upon 
others, by ſuch their reſtleſs and pragmatical Behaviour ; 
" they would then ſee ſufficient reaſon, to mind and med-. 
dle with their own Buſineſs only; and ſo,better find in 
their hearts, 7o ſtudy to be quiet,and to ſuffer others alſo, 
that are about them, to be ſo. Then,might we,indeed, 
hope for true, and laſting Peace and Proſperity ; whilſt, 
Living together like Fellow-Citizens, like Brethren and 
Chriſtians, we ſhould all, in eur ſeveral proper Places, 
make it our Buſineſs mutually zo ſerve, each other in 
Love, -and Blefled Concord. O, well would it then be 

with us, and happy ſhould we be! | 
Thus having competently finiſhed the main things 
which I deſigned from this Text, there is now no- . 
. thing 
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thing elſe remaining, but ſome more particular Appli- 
cation. Which, I think, will moſt naturally be per- 
formed, by endeavouring chiefly to Anſwer ſuch com- 
mon Objettions, as I know many will te ready to make, 
againſt my Diſcourſe in General .upon this Subject. 
What I ſhall fay, (IT muſt tell them before hand) will 
chiefly Concern, and muſt therefore be Underſtood, 
as more particularly dire&ted to Diſſenters, or their pro- 
feſſed Favourers. With whom I am reſolved (let them 
take it how they will ) to deal with all imaginable 
Plainneſs and Freedom. And indeed, if it be not now 


- high time to do ſo, (and that, not without ſome Hopes 


too of better Succeſs, than formerly ) their Diſeaſs 
muſt be altogether deſperate and incurable ; and I know 
not when this charitable Office either will, or can be 
ſeaſonable. And yet I cannot chufe but be heartily 
troubled for their ſakes, to obſerve ; how highly they 
are ſtill Enraged and Offended, -at all Diſcourſes of this 
Nature, For what then 2 Are they till even at ,this 
time of day, ſo much Enemies unto Peace and Quiet- 
neſs, that they cannot endure to hear a Man ſpeak 


| to them thereof, but they mult be ready to fly in his 


Face, and preſently - prepare themſelves for Battel 2 I 
ſhould have thought truly, that after they and their 
Friends, had ſo long, and ſo much; both Said and 
Written, Acted. and: Contrived, 'in order, to the ſetting 
this Kingdom in a Flame, andto the utter Ruin of the 
preſent Government, that we, who were deſigned by 
them as Sheep to the; Slaughter, might now az /ength, | 


after the to plain; Difavgy, 21d Defrar of their Malice, 


; of, "fo have told them of 
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have had the Liberty, at >. fo have 
0 endeavour ( if poſlible) 


their Bloody-Mindedneſs,a 


| toperſwade them to Repentance. , 
_ .. But does not. this kind of Behaviour indeed Argue in 
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them, the moſt Deſperately Malicious, obſtinate Tem- 
per, and that they are ſtill ſo far from any Real Con- 
trition, or the leaſt thoughts of Reformation, that they 
have ſtill as much Mind, as ever, to be carrying on their 
Accurſed Plots, and cannot therefore endure, that what 
they have already done,ſhould be ſpoken of or believed, 
for fear it ſhould hinder them of being Succeſsful, in 
what they are ready to defign farther, upon the firſt 
Opportunity 2 That Charity muſt firſt put out its own 
Eyes, that can make any more favourable Conftrudtion, 
of their ſo exceſlive Rage and Impatience, upon theſe 
Occaſions. ; 4 
+ But yet as for mine own part, I confeſs T have not fo 
much reaſon to complain, as having hitherto ({ God 
be praiſed ) fared betterthan ſome other ofmy Brethren, 
who, perhaps, have not been more plain with their 
Party, than my ſelf neither. For ſeveral Miniſters, 
even ſince the Diſcovery of the Phanatical Confpiracy, 
have been Deſperately threatned, and it is well known, 
how one Reverend Divine was, not long ſince, knock't 
down in the open Streets , and Miſerably Bruiſed and 
Battered, to the no ſmall hazard of his Life, notwith- 
Mtanding the Endeavours of ſeveral good Peopleto reſcue 
him ; and all this, at the ſame time expreſly ſignified, 
by the Ruffian himſelf, to have been dane for no other 
cauſe, but only his Loyalty, and that: he had ſhewn _ 
himſelf againſt the Deſigns of the Diſfenters. _ 
Now ifthis ſort of Men can afford to thew themſelves 
ſuch fell Creatures, even whilſt rhe Law and Civil 
Power is againſt them ,. and their hands are pretty 
well tyed up; then Judge] pray, what abſolute Liga 
and Dragons they muſt needs prove, were they 
once” looſe, and had all { as they defire) under their 
own Dominion 2 what could we. elfe expect, but to = 
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all flea'd alive, and to be torn by them (like the Arch- 
Biſhop of St. Andrews ) into a hundred pieces 2 And 
yet a+.man, cannot open his mouth, to-give good Peo- 
ple warning nor ſpeakthe leaſt word, of the horrid Pra- 
ftices or Principles of theſe men, but preſently ſome or 
otherof their Favourers are ready to {ſtand up for them, 
and flander it, under the odious Name of (that which is 
indeed their general Character of: all ſuch charitable Re 
proofs) down right Railing and Reviling. - 

And, What (fay ſome) ſhould we go to Church for 2 
We ſhould go thither to profit ; but truly we cannot bene- 


fit at all, by fuch kind of Preaching. . Can they not fo, 


indeed 2 I am heartily ſorry to hear it. But what is 
the reaſon. that they cannot benefit 2 I doubt the fault 
will be no bodies, but their own; and I fear they lt 
hardly ever believe themſelves to benefit,by any Preach- 
ing, but only fuch as really tends (if. poſſible) to make 
them, worſe than they are already , by ftill more con- 
firming them, in their wretched Errours and Iniquities, 
But I would fain know what ſach men mean , by their 
not benefitting. If they were but rightly ſenſible of 
their qwn' meaning , I am perſwaded they can under- 
ſand nothing elſe, by; it , but that they are not at all 
pleaſed , with what they hear. And-it is very grie- 
vous to them, to' be told of, or to think of amending 
their Faults. As for my own part , I am not conſcious: 
to my ſelf, that , in what has been riow faid, I have de- 
lvered My thing,, but the Words'af Truth and:Sober- 
neſs. - And if 'Frath , plain Scripture, and Reaſon will 
not go down with them, I know not how to help it; 
they are not indeed- fo much offended with T5, in theſe 
Cafes, as ( in effec) with Chriſt himſelf, and:the-Do- 
Qrine' ef his Apoſtles. And there is.no other Remedy, 


but they muſh e en go ſeek: out: for forme other Goſpel, 
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that will better agree with their corrupt Luſts , that 
they may profit by rhe hearing of it : for as for that of 
our blefled Saviour, whilſt they refolve to* continue 
thus affeted, it will never be able todo the feat for 
them. -- 

But if fuch men do *::deed believe the Scripture, and 
\,are Willing equally to be guided by it , as their Rule in 
all things ; coming to theſe places with an honeſt teach- 
able heart , ready to forfake' their Errours ,: and to do 
their Duty , whenſoever they ſhall be - made ſenſible 
thereof; then (I can aſſure them ) that ſuch kind of 
Preaching will highly both pleaſe and profit them ; far. 
more , perhaps, than all the Sermons 'put together, 
which ever they heard in Conventicles , their whole 
life-time. By which, I fear, they have profited hither- 
to only backward , and the wrong way ; whilſt this 
kind of Preaching , 'if practiſed, will indeed "benefit 
them, even to'the ſaving of their Souls ; which are 
now ſo imminentlyhazarded,by their woful Difobedience 
and horrid Contempt of the Laws both of God and 
Man. . | 
- But again , (as ſome will object) is this the: way to 
bring in Difſenters , to be thus continually inveighing 
againſt them 2 Nay , is it not rather the ready: way to 
drive thoſe out again, who are already a comming in ? 


In anfwer to which, I ſhall Firſt conſider, how the Ge- 
nerality of thoſe , who have yet made any Afproaches 
at all, have hitherto ſhewed themſelves a- coming in to 
us. | | 

Some, *'tis true, havz come hither-, and received the 
Holy. Sacrament with us ; but '('as - themſelves . have 
given too juſt Occaſion to fear:) meerly to-ſerve's Turn, 
or to qualifie them for ſome” Place'; ins which they 

| | might - 
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might have an Opportunity of doing the Church and 
State ſo-much. the more Miſchief: for they have received 
no more-, nor ſcarce. ever came to Church again , for 
a whole twelve Month afterwards. 

Others again , awakened by the fear of Legal Penal- 
ties , have received here in the Morning , 2nd (asI am 
credibly informed) in the Afternoon, in a Conventicle ; 
as if they meant preſently there to undo again, what 
they had here done ; or deſigned to make that which 
ſhould be the Bond of Chriſtian Charity , ſerve only 
more to confirm them in their Schiſm , and moſt ſinful 
Separation. | 

And their deceitful Guides (TI find) have furniſhed 
them , with that more than Jeſuitical Diſtin&tion, of a 
Legal and a Neceſlary Receiving. The firſt of which , 
with us, ſtands for juſt nothing , but meerly to fatisfie 
the Law ; whilſt the ſecond with them , is that only 
which is to be accounted real and effe tual. t | 

Others there are who come hither uſually, when Di- 
vine Service is either quite , or almoſt done : and then 
ſitting too all the remainder of it, as if they ſcorned fo 


' much as to ſeem to joyn with us therein; and we have 


not. wanted Inſtances of running out again ina fury, be-' 
fore the Sermon was at an end. | 
' In ſhort, too many of them (for Tcharge not all) 
have hitherto ſo lamely and awkwardly joyned with us,” 
and after ſuch a manner , as would tempr one to think 
they ſtudied to have us believe,that they only play'd the- 
Hypocrites in ſo doing, | | ' 
Nor let any one fay, this is an unwarrantable judging 
of other men's Hearts ; for we may ſafely, and without-. 
breach of Charity, judge of men's hearts, from the te- 
nor of .their Actions and Behaviour: __ oe 
And beſides,ſomeof them. have been ſo very (fly andal- 
| | —_ together” 
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together ſhameleſs, as openly to declare and profeſs, :har 
they world come to Church, only once a Month, .or ſo, to 
avoid the Laſh of the Law, net out of any ſenſe of Du- 
ty. Whereas, by the way , let me tell ſuch, that they 
may find , this will not be enough to fatisfie the Law 
neither , any more than it ought to fatisfie their Con- 
ſcience. | | 

This now has. been ( for the generality ) the main of 
their coming in, which I have been yet able to take no- 
tice of, But ſuppoſe, that,now at length, they were im- 
deed diſpoſed, in more good earneſt to joyn with us ; 
why ſhould ſuch Diſcourſes. of Peace and Quietneſs, of 
Loyalty andObedience,and plainly to mindthem,wherein 
they. have been hitherto notorioufly guilty of the 
Breach of theſe Duties, Why ſhould this, I fay, fo pre- 
ſently again fright them away from us 2 If they are 
reſolved to become real Converts, how is it poſlible they 
ſhould be ſo very nice and ſqueamiſh > for how can 
they ever ſo truly repent, unleſs they be firſt made tho- 
rowly ſenfible of their Errors 2 or how ſhould they be 
ſo ſenſible of them, unleſs they be plainly told of them 2 
.or where can they expeCt this plain . dealing , if not in 
theſe Places 2 Methinks , after they have been fo long 
uſed to be ſoothed up, flattered and confirmed in ther 
wicked Follies , were they but now really diſpoſed to- 
wards any Reformation of them , they might be well 
enough contented, for once in their lives, to be roundly 
told their own. £ 

But if their Deſign be, ſo only to come hither and 
joyn with us, as yet to bring with them and ſtill keep 
all their former Pride, Prejudice, implacable Malice, and 
ſeditious Principles ; I muſt needs tell them , that our 
Church wyl never be large enough long to hold them ; 
and their Room will be here more acceptable than their 
Company. | For 
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For if tit be ſuſficient only to bring men's Bodies hi- 
ther, without their Minds; we needed not then to be fo 
very folicitous about this Matter. 'Tis but ſtaying a 
little while, and Death will: foon- do this Feat for us. 
That will ere long, not fail to bring in all Diſſenters, to 
the Church or the Church-yard. Their Carcaſles will 
then conform, and lie peaceable enough here with ours, 
nor will they ſcruple to mingle Athes with thoſe of 
them, who have been the higheſt for the Church of 
England. 

But in the mean time , our- main Bufineſs is ſo to. 
bring them in hither, that our Souls may be united ; to 
reform their Minds,and perſwade them tolay aſide thoſe 
unruly Luſts and evil Principles that have fo-long poſ- 
ſeft them; and this they will never do, till they can 
firſt patiently bear Reproof : and yet, till this be indeed 
done, come hereas often-as they will , Light and Dark- 
neſs eny aſloon be reconciled, as they and we be really 
united. 


_ -- In ſhort, Tf they ſtill defire to be flattered , and re-- 


folve never to have their Conſciences thorowly awake- 
ned , by hearmg of thoſe Sins, of which they are moſt 
pnilty ; Our Qhurches, I hope, will be no convenient. 
Places for them. There is no remedy , but they muſt 
cen return (if they can) to their Old Meeting-houſes 
again'; where it is'the proper Work and Buſineſs, the ve-- 
ry Profefſion of the Maſters of thoſe Aſſemblies, to luf 
men: afleep , and moſt induſtriouſly to-train them up, 
and confirm them , in their moſt pernictous Errors: 
Their moſt notarious Sins are both the Food and Re-- 
creation 'of thoſe Paſtors ; 'who cat up the Sin of the 
People, ave maintained, and grow rich by their damna- 
ble Separation. Theſe Guideswill be ture to flatterand 
Pleaſe them, an their Luſts, that they may be tollowed 


and: 
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And admired of them , and rthemſelves-profit thereby. 
There indeed, fuch will neverte reminded, of their Spi- 
ritual Pride , Malice, or Hatred; nor yet of their Un- 
quietneſs and Pragmaticalneſs:; of their Lies, Slanders, 
or moſt horrid Perjuries ; nor of: any - other. of thoſe 
moſt unſociable Vices , which make them become no 
{mall Plague, both to themſelves and the whole Nation. 
They may indeed continue long enough, in thoſe Places, 
and never hear ſo much as-one' word of. thoſe grievous 
Faults of theirs , till they come at laſt to hear of them, 
at the day of Judgment; "7 

' But as for the Buſineſs of thofe faithful Miniſters, 
who would indeed preach Chriſt Jeſus, and not them- 
ſelves, it is of a quite oppoſite Nature and Deſign: 
Theſe are, and always will be ſo determined, as that 
they had much rather (if it cannot be otherwiſe ) .by 
their plain-dealing , and telling men neceſſary Truths, 
affright away fuch obſtinate and incorrigible Offenders, 
than by a cowardly ſilence , in theſe Points, be fawned 
upon and crowded after (as ſome are )-by never ſo great 
Multitudes of Hypocrites of all forts. Nor will they 
ever change their Minds, or forbear, ſometimes, to:tel 
ſuch men roundly of their Faults, till ſuch time-as they 
give ſome better and more ſubſtantial Arguments , than 
yet they have done, of their Repentance and Reforma- 
tion. Let us but once ſee this happy Day:, and then 
well all lay our Hands upon our Mouths ; 'they ſhall 
never hear one word more of their former Behaviour : 
but all that is already paſt , ſhall , by my confent , be 
buried in eternal Silence and Oblivion. For, as for my 
own part,whatſoever ſome/may -think;I can aflure them, 
that 1t is, init ſelf, no ſuch grateful Office to me , to 
be ripping up ſore places. : Nothing in the World puts 
me upon--this Employment , but the real ſenſe of my 
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Duty herein , joyned with the moſt unfeigned Cliarity 
towards the ;Souls of the Perſons ſo much concerned. 
For, if I have any acquaintance with my own Heart, I 
-thinkTcould bei contented to part with the laſt drop of- 
: blood therein , 'might I but thereby ſecure the ſpiritual 
"Welfare of any:the worſt Enemy I have, or can Fave a- 
'mong them. : - -.: | 
- . Bat whilſt they continue to excuſe , or deny the late 
"notorious Crimes of 'their. Party ; whilft they endea- 
your to make Martyrs, of thoſe who have jultly ſuffe- 
 red'for their-moft damnable 'Treaſon ; and go about to 


_ defend them as innocent, in ſpite of their own plain 


Confeſſions , and the moſt Sun-beam Evidences to the 
'contrary : In a Word, whilſt they cannot ſo much as 
endure to- hear of this Matter; I-muſt needs telkthem, 
that theſe are no ſfuch'excellent Signs. of their Repen- 
tance. - 
But to this, perhaps , ſome may be ready to objett ; 
What are we concerned in theſe things ?. or why do you 
teſt ths of Repenting-? For, certainly, you do not take any 
of 'ww''to have been in the late Plot; do you '?. Truly, 
no , I do not, perhaps, believe them to be ſo-guilty of it, 
2s that the Law can take-hold of them : But yer, ( to 
deal freely with them ) I cannot but think the whole 
Body of Diflenters, to have been in the general, mo 
or leſs, concerned therein 5 Nor do I believe any tho- 
row-paced Conventicler of them all , ſo wholly inno- 
'cenit in this caſe, before God , but that they have great 
[need to repefit: For, 'if they had either Eyes.or Ears, 


'they'coul not but be ſenſible, in the general, of. a- De- 


'fign on foot; among thoſe of: their own Party, for- the 


'Deſtruction of the preſent Government. It is next to 

-zmpoſſible that they ſhould go conſtantly to Conven- 

'ticles, and yet.-be ignorant of thus much. 
H. 


Nor 


— 
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Nor dv 1 ſpeak this raſhly, 'and- without ſufficient 
Grounds: For , what will you ſay, -If I give you ſome 
evident Demonftrations, even. from their own ilate Wnj- 
tings, both that:the Phanatical Preachers were not igne- 
rant of the late horrid Conſpiracy , and that they haye 
alſo, All along,for ſeveral Years together in their Publiok 
Preachments , made it their Buſineſs , not only plainly 
enough to fignifie thefame , 'but alſo . to  inſtigate and 
prepare 'theif veral/ Congregations to do the bloody 
work of it > ' © 7 + ers 0 Yate. 1 
'Will they not then believe there was a Plot ,-xwhan 
they hear it , evervfrom-their Teachers own [Mouths : 
I 'hope they do not :know them to be ſuch -aotorious 
Lyars, but chat they will/believe what they ſpeak from 
the very. Putpit. And though 1:confe, indeed, that or- 
-dimarily (to uſe 'the 'Pſabmiſt's (Phraſe ) Their wary 
Preaching is of Curſing and Lies ; yet I know no Reaſan 
why'they ſhould not be credited, mn'this Caſe. -  _, 
Now what I:have propoſed, 1 make ao.queſtign,, .byt 
that I ſhall be able eaſily:to:make out, to the full ſatisfe- 
.Qtion of+all , excepting only fech- as indeed, pagdno 
Convidtion 'in the Caſe , and will therefore: never ſeem 
'to.believe, 'becaufe they hill-well know -the thing alre- 
dy 'to be moſt true, :and themſelves alſo: tleeply.ongaged 
therein. 'All-others, Tdoubt:not; that-have any Ex, 
-Tfhall foon-enlighten;:by the'help:of fome-certain,Jey- 
els: ; which ., (though, 1'fuppoſe,, :not-veryiealie.to.be 
'had, as being deſignedionly for the-particular-:Gomfort 
and Fdifieation bf >the. Saints ; 'yet) ſhapined , by jgeed 
-#fortune;to ſtraple intomy'hands.- ' The furſt;,' of which 
T ſhall now'makema(e, and thew.you ſome Rays; hes-this 
Title or Inſcription; weft uſeful! Sermon,, Preached in 
"London, owe Fafteilayin the Lear, r67b. iBjumat faith 


the 


ful Miniſter of Chrift , for the Sapportigud Gomfort of | 


fwor. dying feif-deflroying. Nations Firfh ,, God-hath a. 
Peaple im this Land that fears him. ( he means, you-may 
be ture, the. Diflenters ) ard are very dear to bim ; that” 
» one. Seed of. Comfort; they are tu himgas the Apple of 
os they-are the Glory of Chrith'; they are Ged's 
ewe/s.,. af the ret of the World are but Lamber. 
Wonderfal Charity and Humility !. God hath a Peo- 
jt dear to him in England: . Were the Godly removed, as 
is the defere of ſome to give them their Paſi ,to.be gone; - 
Way: Cod men!d [con make qaick work with: the. Nation ; 


ive \nould ſoghbreak up Houſe m England, were ts. not 
0) = 


fer: 
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far the Eleft , he would ſoon fink Ship.and State ; but 
for | ſome. Eleft Jewels in the Ship , but for their ſtkes, 
the. Lord ma ry reprieve the Nation. Then after. ſome 0- 
ther: of his. Comforts', he .comes'4n the 4r.:pag: to this 
Caution ;. But. here L,muſt inſert a Caution.” And 7 be- 
ſeech you to obſerve ; Though there be ſome Light ſows. 
for the Righteous, yet take this Caution ; Expect an bour + 
of Darkneſs. . It vs uſually dark before Morning, Things 
are like tobe worſe with us, before: they are: better. . Be 
fore Goſpel-deliverance you muff expect Jome ſore Pangs; 
and the reaſon of it is this ( and let me beſeech:you to 
mind his Reaſon) here i the Reaſon ; becauſe God has 
a great deal of. work yet to'do; theres much. Rubbiſh 
to be removed (you know-his meaning,” for he told you 
before, that all-are Lumber and Rubbiſh but themſelves) 
much Rubbiſh to be removed, before God's Spiritual Tem- 
ple will \be. built ; Sins muſt be _ lower ; Super- 
ftition muſt be: purged away; the. Devil muſt be caſt out ; 
antl will. not this, think you ,. cauſe great Commotion "in 
the Church, and Convulfion fits, before Light ſpring up 2 
therefore look for an hour of Darkneſs. g 5 | 

The moſt Prophetick man, it ſeems , could foreſee; 
that we wicked ſuperſtitious Wretches, when the Saints - 
ſhould come. to attaque us," would not- ſtandſtill, and: 
tamely ſaffer them'to cut our Throats and ſwallow all, 
without making ſome Buſle and Reſiſtance. Then he 
concludes in the 47. pag. with an Encouragement , in 
theſe Words ; The Mercies we are . in expetlation. of, 
they are worthy waiting for'; The. Mercies \ we have pray- 
ed for, and are in expettation of, theyare worthy waiting 
for ; To ſee the Golden Fleet -of | Prayer-coming home, 
with .rich Returns; Is not that pore, waiting for 2 To 
fee the Lilly and- the Roſe United, 1. mean Truth and 
. Peace; To ſee Wickednefs: diſcountenanced, and. all its 


Forces 


——_ 
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Porces disbanded ; To fee the Beauty of Holineſs [hin- 
ing in our Chriſta, to ſee Feſus Chrift riding in Triumph, 
in his Chariots of Goſpel-adminiftration, &c. Now is it 
not-pretty plain, from. all this ſtuff, that they had 
long-ago, ' ſome hopes of. ſwallowing Biſhops lands 


a 


again, and getting all into their own hands. 


But this, you muſt know, was a great while ago, 
and this Man faw Light ozly through the Key-hole ; and 
yet, not ſo much the'time of his Preaching, but the 
time of Printing this Sermon, is chiefly to be taken 
Notice of; and'this was in the year -=--76.. And even 
then-you muſt alſo conſider, that 'twas but early Days 
with them ; much about the time (if Imiſtake nat ) 
when  Marve?s Growth of Popery came out ;: and then 
the Maſters of this fellow were but juſt framing of zhezr 
Popiſh Plot, ( for theirs, I ſhall not ſtick to call all falſe 
Additions to the Real one ) for the ſetting up of Pha- 
naticiſm, and the Deſtrufion of the preſent Govern- 
ment; then their among all, other ſeeds of Comfort, their 


Wild Oats were but juſt a Sowing ; or, at moſt, lay 


only a Corrupting ; the Blade had not yet appear 
above Ground. LED EA 

- But all this is juſt nothing, in reſpet of what we may 
find in another of their Sermons, which-I have by. me, 
bearing this Title ; England's condition. Parallet d, 
'in a Sermon, Preached by a Servant. of the Lord's, 
learnedly Opened and Preſſed from Jer. 30. 7. London, 
Printed for -J. Johnſon, 7 the Tear 1682. 44 


- 


Then their Plot was almoſt Hanging-ripe, and you 


ſhall hear how boldly this Man ſpeaks, as if they: had 
concluded, that all was abſolutely their own. I ſhall 
'need but barely to repeat ſome paſſages, without 
making any RefleQions, but leave you to be judges in 
We Os 7 oi 2095 hes, hn eo 


ſe ; | And, 
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And Firf, it is Remarkable, how fadly he Alarmes 
his People with Fears and Fealbufies, P. 11. in theſe 
Words; 7 do fay that the Churches of God, may meet with 
Land-wa#? ing,iFoufes-burning, Wamen-ravifhing, Ghild- 
killing, ' State-devouringy  Religiomfeormning,, Ordinances- 
caſting-down , - Heart-trembling, and Libetties-quer- 
throwing-times, And I readily confeis, tor. my part, 
fo they may, and will, if theſe Men come:ance; again 
to prevail. Bur P. 1g. he comes. moſt 'diredtly to- his. 
Buſmefs. Ler me tell yon, - my dear- Friends; .'T hut, upon 
fonur Occaſions, times will be Tronblons, Firſi, When 
Datos and Baal is to go down, No great or prevailing 
Evil tat be caſt down, without much Trouhle. and Turwlt. 
if Gideon caf# down the Altar of Baal,." and cut : down 
the Grove by it, the Men of :the City my a. mighty ftir 
about it. If the Goddeſs Diana be in danger, what « 
Noiſe and Tproar is there in the City! Aud I farther 
conceive thas much ; That England hath many bad, Te- 
wants, who Dave gotten Poſſeſton, and can plead Pre-- 
ftription, tho wo Scripture-Title for themſebves, yet they 
are refolued not to go out , withont great Trouble; neither. 
can it be imagined, unleſs a Miracle be wrought by God ,. 
that ſo many Prove, dronifh Miniffers; fo many idle 
ſeandatons Non-refrdents ;, and fo nnch Rubbiſh of humane 


Inoeution,. as ate crept into God's Worſhip, will ever be 


caſt down, or carried out, without Trouples, Can you 


comcetve that Satan will loſs his Kingdom, and never w 

his tail! Believe-it Brethren, There are many thouſand, 
in the Kingdom fo fet upon» idolatry; Superſtition, and 
ways of Formality, that they. canner bt quid, if theſe 
vhings be vaken from them. When the Temple is to be 
re-etified, mo great ani good Work aan be-cart yed on goith- 
ear mach Trontle, This is 6ertamy, God hath brought «s 
to Church-reforming-times, and theſe always hawe been 
#&rowbleſome times. After 
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After this, he proceeds to give them a great many 
other reaſons why the times muſt- be troubleſome, 
whereas, he Might indeed have made ſhorter work, and 
included all ypder that, with which he did begin ; For 
the times rauſts be - Trotbleſome, becauſe: theſe Men 
are reſolved to.make'themi1o; nor can they, indeed, 
ever be otherwiſe, as. long as: [their Seditious Conven- 
ticles are ſuffered, and rfuch vile Wretches as himſelf 
there permitted; to Poiſon and Seduce. the ;poor ſilly 
Velgar. But ſullafterwards he falls to encourage them 
again to theWork;by reminding them of their former Suc- 
ceks. .P.2.7. Had we. not had our troublous times we had not 
feen Jo _ Wicked Mey caft down among us. What times 
have more di{conntenanced Enemies > What times. have 
more diſcovered Enxemres > What times have more crol 
Enemies ! Nay, what.times ave been more Deftrudtive 

to Endmiecs, than the times of the Churches Troubles ? 
Thblfands law them ne good. They atwhys prafage their 
donn-fall. * ade, for my oun part , of erty Sekione, 
ther wilobn Friaberd Englend, WW. eutl.im the Shame 
nel\Conf ufo, ef monPouerful al Puli Pwlitiah Evemies, &cc. 
Ont: hid rras led momb conmedhere ateſt guiee : 
If thereweve no.War, renamed :r8ory ; theugh 
knanbles \Createwmot Mercy 3, phe, Occaſion and ,Merbe 
code. oem verily porſoa tor hae Eagan, auhioh os 


| $03P:791 great Frowblery25 ig tb-Ohild's "ſame; extraoues- 


CT Mercy. bd votabing; \that: gs Fo 4 
without a" Bieffing.; er the \Conifalloration bee 

*hi nes flavour: choaghtsy Been ent 
An in the letflare Page likendfe hecumor-refrain fron 
reviling;” . and end £0, recder (both the King 
himſcH; -andallhis Minjftersbothrin .Charchi. anvkStare, 


, Odious to the People. Hires we not amonght us '(yaith 


dial" andapedhiving far. _ 
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of oar Paſtors are either ignorant ard Blind, or Corrupt, 
or unſound, ſo far from _ ing themſelves, that they 
are Enemies to the mach defired Reformation, '( That is, 
we wculd' hinder People, trom Retelling again as much 
as we can,) Many of our | Rulers and great' Ones, are 
Holaters, Adulterons, full of Pride ted Wllebeſs leading 
many thouſands into Wickedneſs, by their evil Examples, 
following the FeotiFeps of Jeroboam, who made Irael-t6 
Sm. " And, O; how many 'Times+roubling * Enemies hitvs 
we Lodging and Lurking among us; Men of no Religzon, 
Men of a falſe Religion, a great Popiſh Party, Men of 
0 Rank- and (Quality; whoſe Mouths are full of Scoffs 
and their hands full of Blood, ( now he. is at the Kings 
Gaurds ) whoſe hope only lies in this; that ſhortly they 
Fall raviſh our Virgins, Deflower our Wives, eut our 
Throats, and divide our Eftates, What meaneth the 
Countenancing and Maintaining ' thoſe Vermin and  Off- 
ſcouring of the Land, but that troubleſome times abe at 
hand > Certainly the Kingdom cannot womit out theſe 
Frogs, or gait it ſeIf of theſe Eocufts, without much ads. 
( It ſeems they were reſolved to have the Guards down 
then.) I ſhall trouble you but with one more: 
P. 43. We muft defire and further a National Reformation; 
therelmuS? be a Purging of the Church from its Droſs,, and 
there muit be a ſetting up the Fower and Purity of Ordi- 
nances. Every Man muft ftrive to reform” and amend, 
or elſe the Kingdom ( its greatly to be feared,) will fall 
aſundetr. And. we wuft cast out the endangering Enemies 
of the Kingdom. £ you ſhall ſuffer. ( did he Preach to the 
Oxford Houſe of Cenmons, I Wonder, or to his own 


| —_ tf you ſhall ſuffer Men of Cruelty,' Enemies to 
G 


and” Religion, and mot als juttice upon them , the 
 Ningdom cannot but be ruined,” © 7$1 
And now, for the upſhot of gll, becauſe this Man's own 
| Conſcience 
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Gonfſrience: cond not thut accuſe him, 9s Guilty ef the 
moſt hormid Treaſon and edition, that he may clean! 
wipe-off 'this Imputation, he tacitly fuppoſeth hit 
VYallaoy.; ::and:therefare for. a 'Conclafon, you mult 
take his \own' bare 'Word:dor3t, [that they only who 


- would hinder themſelves from putting * all this in 


Execntion, are:to be /look't upon, as the Make-hates 
and :Incendianiesiof the Nation; whereas he, and:thake 
of bis Party, ave, notwithſtanding allthis, no more 
the real [Inmulflers of aur  {fract, thaw holy Elins, 
WAL. rig apvpl ; 

| might have tranſcribed auch ;more, both-out of 
ahefe, -and :aut offfevendl other date Diſcourſes of theirs, 
#0 the I but it-wbigh tune>r0;have fone; 
fince this, 1-think, may be:gnough, in -all:reafbn. 

- And «ruly, iLhope, that mone of {you wall be angry 
at me, ifor ;this way of Proceeding, oriſay-thatzI might 


 $eathamed, cobring ſuch fluftgsthivis: into the Pulpar, 


when you. cenſider,;>that it was«there once )before, 
or:athorwiſe, yawhad-nat hail it here:now/7 dior ought 
I:know, fore hare preſent, - may; have beard ctheſame 
at the Fonntain's heachand-1fany:offyou: tlid:fa, I makeno 
Npeſtion, but that you then thought your elves ito 
pxofit, )anc were indeed wonderfully. pleated: therewith. 
And truly/l ce; ino :Renſon,: why you may :not (. untels 


be your ,own:fanlt )-: more :traly: benefit -by. It now, 


4hns.at-the ſeeontd hand; eſpecially .fince you wie toibe 
{o much)for Repetitions. You will-not fuſpeR, 1 hope, 
what] have made 'uhis for - them; tor Fear you fbould 
4horeby allow nny of us :able t0 Preach, 1o exceeding 
well as ithis comes to; for at has their own /infalbble 
Stamp 1and Shibboleth upon. it ; and |befides, I thave 


their own aflathentiok Printed Capys by me, and much 
re | I 
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more of the like Nature.,- at forth-commingy for-any that | 
ſhall herein deſire fatistaction. And beg their pardon 
-only, that I have been” forced a little to diſgrace the 
Matter for want 'of the right Twang:and elegantwhi- 
ning Tove, the peculiar fet-off, by which, uſually, ſuch 


Diſcourſes are: chiefly. recommended tel !hat ſober Pars 


: But however, as for all thoſe :who would indeed de- 
ſerve this Name- (and to ſuck-chiefly-I ſhall now dire 


2 the ſmall Remainder of what I have to: ſay): they may, 
I think , (had they no-other Evidence) ' tufficiently gif- 


cover from what they have now heard , what kind of 


Trade it is, that they drive, at Conventicles; and how . 
impoſſible it is, for thoſe-that have their-Hearts ſet fo 


upon going to thoſe Places-, not to-beiutterly intoxica- 
ted and deſtroyed.; . by: ſuch deadly Poyſon. They 
therefore who have any due Care either of 'their Souls 
or Bodies, may fee, if they will, what they. are to ſhun, 
as they would avoid a-Peſt-houſe ,.or coming into-:the 
moſt .dangerous Places -of InfeQon.: And'' you' may 


eaſily enough judge, by this time, with whom you have 
- moſt reaſon to be .difpleaſed ; whether with thoſe who 
 incerely Preach to you,the ever bleſſed and moſt peace- 


able Goſpel of our Saviour, or with them who have 


. coin'd and. would' intrude upon: you another, of their 


own, in dire oppoſition to it ; whether with them, 
who make-it their Buſineſs to exhauſt: your Pockets, 
and corrupt your Minds ; or with thoſe , who. endea- 
vour to rectifie your Underſtandings , and to cure your 
Luſts, deſiring no other temporal Reward, for the ſame, 
but that ſtanding Maintenance which the Law allows 


them ; whether with them, who contrive —_— 
urdex, 


to inſtigate you to thofe horrid crying Sins of 


your 
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your Countrey , in endleſs Miſery and Confuſion , of 


with them , who do their beſt to hinder you from the 
Guilt of theſe heinous Crimes, and to ſecure you from 
all theſe dreadful Miſchiefs. 

Ina Word, Remember to what ſad and ſhameful Ends 
the accurſed DoQtines of theſe men have already late- 


_ ly brought ſo many. of their profeſſed Admirers; and 


conſider with your ſelves which of the two are really 


- your beſt Friends ; they , who ſincerely endeavour to 


ſecure your Necks here , and your Souls hereafter ; or 
they, who dire you the ready y , to deſtroy both: 
Chuſe your Friends , and then follow them. And if 


| you do indeed believe this to be any part of the New 


Teſtament, and Word of Life, be then entreated, as you 
tender your everlaſting Welfare , ( let others do what 
they pleaſe) to betake your ſelves to the Srady of being 


Quiet, and to do your own Buſineſs, 


To which, that we may all, at length, moſt ſeriouſly aps 
ply our ſelves , the God of all Peace and Love, of 
his infinite Mercy Grant , through Jeſus Chrift our 
Lord, to whom, Cc. | 


\ 
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_ the under-hand dealings of France in that Afair, 


being ho Leb-ant-H-Ws-hes-hav-<hre 
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that. Conſtancy- in, receiving the: Lords Sup 

indiſpenſable uy of every Chriſtian, the ond 
Edition, to which is added. a Sermon Preached at the 
Anniverſary mecting of 'the Sons 'of Clergy-Men, 


at St, Mary le Bow, 'on the feventh of December, 


1682. By Ar. —— D. D. [Recor - of Exon Coll. 
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A Diſcourſe of NY Re ragriaticy of Sin' to the Prin- 
ciples of Univerſal - Reaſon ; pe a Diſwaſive from 
2 Sinful Life, from Princip! es of common Wiſdom, 


thel# Sovls. . 


A Diſcorſe ing) "OED Serhpenie and. Ren: h 

—_ the Life goo Man'is not limited bay! abſolute 

Eng iy © the. Athior of the uy of Main, 
bo ; | wh Mord x I 


C? % /-. 3 *? ; r& Ls . , 
; hs. + % = Vi; 7 « \.4 


eurrant am mongh a? Mankind iran 


iS 


The [emportince of Religion to holing Perſons 
repreſented in a Sermon Preached at. the Funerz w 
Sir Thomas Viner, Baronet 1 in St. Hellens Qirarch 
den,” May the 3 1685. © as cf wy i 
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| A Sermon Preached before the Lord Major and Court 
of Aldermen at the Church of St. Mary le Bow, Sep- 


tember the 9, 1683. 
All 3 by Z: Heſketh, Miniſterof St. Zelans London, 
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Providence bringing Good ont of Evil, in a Sermon 


Preached the 9 of Seprember,1683. By Richard Pearſon 
Rector of St. Michaels Crooked-Laxe. | 


